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Dear Ms Wilson 
 
 
PETITION 1392 
 
I refer to the Petition PE 1392 by Robert McEwan calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge 
the Scottish Government to make representations to the UK Government to make Scotland 
equal to other parts of the United Kingdom in having ‘Ancient Prescriptive Usage’ accepted 
as a parameter for acceptance of the right for the many ancient towns of Scotland previously 
known as cities, to have the style and status of city restored. 
 
What are your views on the issues raised in the petition? 
 
Ancient Prescriptive Usage appears to be a term which is not used in Scotland or found in 
Scots law.  We understand that cities in England and Wales have had the right to call 
themselves a city through convention, as a result of continued use over a long but 
unspecified period of time. Ministers do not consider that practice has any relevance in 
Scotland, coming as it does from a different historical and legal background. 
 
 
Will you consider making the representations to the UK Government as requested by 
the petitioner? 
 
We are aware from the petitioner’s own submissions to the Committee that since 1985 he 
has made continued submissions to the UK Government on the point already, without 
success.  As the Scottish Government do not consider that there is a compelling reason to 
adopt this practice in Scotland, we would not propose to make the representations to the UK 
Government on this matter. 
 
Can I refer to you to the comments made by Bill Walker during the discussion in 
relation to the Scotland Bill and seeks your views on this suggestion? 
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As the Government do not see a case for adopting this practice, it  does not consider that the  
proposal should be taken forward as suggested by Mr Walker, or otherwise. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
DOUGLAS BOYD 
DIAC Protocol and Honours 
43315 
 
 


