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Thank you for your letter of 8 September seeking a written response to the specific points raised
in Petition PE1394 and the specific que~tions that the Committee has asked. Your letter was
addressed to Carron Pollock, Transport Scotland but I am responding as the policy lead for
ferries issues.

This petition by Huw Francis on behalf of Storas Uibhist calls on the Scottish Parliament to urge
the Scottish Government to reintroduce a pirect ferry service between Lochboisdale and Mallaig.
I have provided below a response: to the specific points raised in the Petition.
and a response to the specific questions tl11eCommittee has asked along with my response:

Q: What are your views on the issue raiised in the petition?

With the introduction of the MV Finlaggan on the Kennacraig - Islay route, the MV Isle of Arran
is no longer required to provide that servi~e. Consequently, it has been viewed by some as a
"spare vessel" within the Caledonian Maritime Assets Limited (CMAL) fleet. However, whilst no
firm decision has yet been taken on the IOhg-term future of the vessel, it presently has a key role
as a relief vessel within the Clyde and lHebrides ferry network. This role has become more
important due to the fact that MV Saturn (~hevessel that formerly fulfilled that function) is now 33
years old and close to the end of its working life as a passenger vessel. Indeed, MV Isle of
Arran is now 27 years old and is therefore arguably not an ideal long-term option for the
establishment of any new ferry service. It is more than likely therefore that to ensure the long-
term future of any such new ferry service, an additional vessel would need to be either acquired
or built.

Through engagement with the local community the Scottish Government is aware of and
understands the challenges faced by loc~1 people, and also knows that there is considerable
local support for the establishment of a dedicated Mallaig - Lochboisdale ferry service. In the
light of consultation responses and the rlapresentations made by Storas Uibhist, it is certainly
right that due consideration should be given to this option. That is what the Scottish Government
is doing. However, there would be a significant cost to be borne within the Ferries budget if a

www.transportscotland.gov.uk An agency of ~ The Scottish Government

mailto:graham.laidlaw@transportscotland@scotland.gsi.gov.uk'
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk


new Mallaig - Lochboisdale ferry service were to be established, and this would inevitably have
an impact on service provision and investment elsewhere on the network. In considering this
option, the Scottish Government therefore has to balance the needs of this community with the
needs of other remote communities across the network.

Q: Can you confirm that the reintroduction of a direct ferry service between Lochboisdale
and Mallaig is being considered as part of the Scottish Ferries Review?

A Mallaig-Lochboisdale ferry service, along with other options for enhancing ferry services to the
Western Isles, are being actively considered as part of the Scottish Ferries Review.

Q: What is the timescale for publication of your draft ferries plan?

There has never been a comprehensive review of Scotland's ferry services before.
Consequently it has involved a considerable amount of work. In addition we have taken the
view that it is vital, in undertaking such a review, to consult as widely as possible at each stage,
and in as much detail as possible.

This is why a Consultation Document was issued in summer 2010, because Ministers wanted to
give the public an opportunity to express their views before a draft plan was produced. There
were also around 40 public consultation events, and 600 responses were received in relation to
the consultation. The Scottish Government has since published a summary of responses, on 9
March 2011, and a summary of responses to the household survey on 22 March 2011.

These responses, along with other information collected during the Review process, will inform
the Draft Ferries Plan. Whilst acknowledging that the Ferries Review has taken a long time to
carry out, we are confident that the final result of this process will be a clear, coherent and
consistent strategic policy document that will act as a guide to those involved in the future
provision of lifeline ferry services in Scotland. This will be to the benefit of all those who use
these ferry services, particularly those who live in remote island communities. A draft Ferries
Plan is due to be published by the end of this year.

I trust this response is helpful.

Yours sincerely

~~M~~~

HEAD OF FERRIES UNIT
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