
Correspondence from Public Audit Committee to Convener of Standards, 
Procedures and Public Appointments Committee, dated 12 December 2013 
 
Dear Stewart 
 
I refer to your predecessor’s letter dated 14 August 2013 in which the Standards, 
Procedures and Public Appointments (SPPA) Committee sought the views of the 
Public Audit Committee (PAC) as to whether, as part of its remit, PAC would wish to 
consider special reports laid by the Scottish Public Services Ombudsman (SPSO). 
 
The Public Audit Committee considered this letter and the attached correspondence 
from the SPSO at its meeting on 11 December. The Committee agreed that it would 
be inappropriate for the Committee’s remit to be changed to include consideration of 
special reports laid by the SPSO in the Scottish Parliament.  I have set out below a 
summary of the issues that led to the Committee’s decision.  
 
In reaching its views the Committee noted that: 

 Public Audit Committee scrutiny of SPSO special reports would not address 
the SPSO’s concerns that subject Committee’s should not consider special 
reports. This is because any Committee, including subject Committees, can 
consider any report laid in the Scottish Parliament which falls within their 
remit. Indeed this may be more likely in the case of SPSO special reports 
given their rarity. 

 The PAC considered that, depending upon the nature of the SPSO 
recommendations, a subject Committee may be better placed to consider 
special reports such as those that make recommendations for legislative 
change.  

 It would be inappropriate for the PAC remit to be widened to include 
consideration of the merits of public policy and scrutiny of local authorities. 
These are both areas which a SPSO special report could comment on and 
which are specifically out with PAC’s remit in relation to its public audit 
scrutiny work. The Committee considered that including such scrutiny within 
its remit, which is in conflict with the rest of its remit, could undermine the 
public audit work of the Committee. The Committee notes that the Session 3 
SPPA Committee’s 8th report 2008, recommended changes to the remit and 
title of the former Audit Committee which: 

o would ensure the Public Audit Committee remit was not extended 
beyond its originally intended remit; and which 

o limited PAC’s ability to consider broader policy issues which might 
overlap with other Committees’ remits. 

 
The Committee also discussed whether given the rarity of SPSO special reports a 
more flexible approach such as Parliamentary Bureau referral to a relevant 
Committee or to the Parliament for debate may represent a more proportionate 
approach. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Hugh Henry MSP, Convener 


