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Dear John, 
 
SCOTTISH TEACHERS’ SUPERANNUATION SCHEME 
 
Thank you for your letter of 26 April 2013 regarding the error in the 2011-12 
accounts of the Scottish Teachers’ Superannuation Scheme which were laid on 3 
December 2012. 
 
The Committee notes that the Chief Executive of the Scottish Public Pensions 
Agency (as accountable office for the scheme): 
 

‘required GAD to initiate a thorough review of its processes for providing such 
professional advice in future and put in place the necessary checks and 
balances to ensure that such a mistake does not happen again. The Chief 
Executive has received firm assurances that such actions had been initiated 
and that the cause of the error had been identified.’ 

 
The Committee would welcome further information on the following points: 
 

 How did this error come to light? 

 What ‘checks and balances’ have been put in place to ensure ‘that such 
mistakes do not happen again’ and will these checks apply across all pension 
schemes? 

 The Committee notes that the impact of this error has ‘translated into an 
underspend of around £77 million’. Was there any impact on public spending 
as a result?  

 
The Committee will consider your response at its meeting on 29 May. Accordingly, 
could I invite a response please by 22 May 2013. 
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I have written to the Auditor General for Scotland on this issue and a copy of that 
letter is attached for your information.  
 
I am copying this letter to Kenneth Gibson MSP (Convener of the Finance 
Committee) and to the Auditor General for Scotland. Should your officials have any 
questions, could I invite them to contact the Committee’s clerking team.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Iain Gray MSP 
Convener 


