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Introduction 

The Scottish Children’s Services Coalition (SCSC) is a policy-focused collaboration bringing together 

leading third and independent sector children’s service providers. The members deliver residential 

care, specialist education and direct help and support for children with complex needs, including 

learning difficulties and learning disabilities. They also provide independent advocacy, advice and 

representation for children and young people and their parents or carers. 

Children with complex needs often need dedicated, specialist care from the highest quality of 

providers who are attuned to their requirements and able to better equip these vulnerable 

individuals for the challenges of life. 

The SCSC campaigns for an outcomes-focused approach to the commissioning and delivery of 

children’s services, placing the needs of the child at the heart of decisions regarding their care and 

support and working across the political spectrum to help improve the delivery of children's services 

in Scotland.  

 

Background 
 
The SCSC recognises that local governments are under increasing pressures when it comes to 
budgets, with budgets not expected to reach pre-austerity levels for many years, if at all. Local 
authority education and social care budgets areas of some of the biggest spends in Scotland, yet due 
to demand for such services being at the highest it has ever been, resources are already stretched 
far beyond their capabilities.   
 
Local government is having to achieve more with less, and this serves only to increase the barriers 
that children’s services departments face in delivering the best outcomes for children and young 
people. Our members are dealing with the most vulnerable in these categories in our society and are 
aware that the children’s services sector across Scotland already faces unprecedented challenges. 
However, without adequate resourcing, we face a lost generation of young people whose cost to 
society in the longer-terms will far outweigh any potential public sector cuts.  
 
In November 2013, the SCSC launched a Scotland wide campaign in order to raise awareness of the 
implications of such cuts in an attempt to protect what is the lifeline for some of Scotland’s most 
vulnerable groupings. 
 
Response to Scottish Government local government consultation 
 
The Coalition would argue that with that backdrop it is essential to consider all methods whereby 
the standard or care and education of Scotland's children and young people remains excellent in line 
with the Scottish Government’s stated aim to make Scotland the best place in the world for children. 
 



Traditionally, local authority services are generally delivered the by local authorities themselves 
wherever possible. Services are normally only outsourced to the independent and third sector in 
cases where local authorities cannot provide the level of service appropriate for the child or young 
person.  
 
It has also been traditionally very difficult for local authorities to give a complete picture of their own 
real costs in delivering services. The Coalition would argue that a new approach to delivering such 
services could deliver excellent services at a significantly reduced price. 
 
The new approach would be to recognise the potential advantage of increased competition in terms 
of the range of organisations which can deliver a variety of local authority care and education 
services.  
 
This idea of increased competition can be achieved by including a range of local authority services 
within the scope of ongoing tendering and procurement activities already being implemented across 
Scotland.  
 
These services could include: 
 

 Residential care 

 Foster care 

 Special education projects aimed at reengaging children and young people outside 
mainstream education. 

 
The Coalition would argue that such services should be open to competitive tender by both in house 
local authority departments and outside organisations. The competitive tender should be evaluated 
by an agreed, independent adjudication panel. 
 
Introducing competition in this manner could have a significant and positive impact upon the quality 
of service provided whilst providing best value for public money.  
 

Members of the SCSC are: 

 

Falkland House School - www.falklandhouseschool.org 

With over 30 years’ experience, Falkland House School in Fife specialises in the care and education 

of boys who have additional support needs. It provides 39 and 52 week residential and day places to 

boys from early primary age through to 18 years old, taking referrals from all regions in Scotland and 

the UK. 

 

Mindroom - www.mindroom.org 

Mindroom is a Scottish charity dedicated to creating awareness of all kinds of learning difficulties. It 

also provides one-to-one support to families and offer help, advice and training to individuals and 

organisations who work with people with learning difficulties. 

 

Spark of Genius - www.sparkofgenius.com 

Spark of Genius is an independent organisation offering residential care, education, autism services, 

post-16 employability programmes and adult services throughout the UK. It enables children, young 

people and adults who need a variety of support to achieve their potential.   

 

http://www.falklandhouseschool.org/
http://www.mindroom.org/
http://www.sparkofgenius.com/


Who Cares? Scotland - www.whocarescotland.org 

Who Cares? Scotland is a third sector independent advocacy organisation that provides individual 

and collective advocacy to children and young people with care experience across Scotland. It has 

been working with children and young people for 35 years and uses this experience to campaign, 

lobby and speak out both with them and on their behalf. This ensures that their views, needs and 

wishes are being sought, heard and listened to by local and national government. 

 

Young Foundations - www.youngfoundations.com 

Young Foundations provides a range of services across the UK for children and young people - with 

or without learning disabilities or mental ill-health - through residential care for teenagers, transition 

care for young adults and fostering. 

 

Kindred – www.kindred-scotland.org  

Kindred provides advocacy and information on services available to children with additional support 

needs and their carers 

 

Further information about the SCSC can be found at www.thescsc.org.uk 
 
 
 
 

http://www.whocarescotland.org/
http://www.youngfoundations.com/
http://www.kindred-scotland.org/
http://www.thescsc.org.uk/

