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What Subject does the Brief relate to? 

 

The Scottish Parliament’s Local Government and Regeneration Committee has today, Thursday 
6 February 2014 , launched a call for written evidence as part of its inquiry into the Inquiry into the 
flexibility and autonomy of local government in Scotland. 
 
Organisations and individuals are invited to submit written evidence to the Committee setting out 
their views. 

 

 

Supporting Narrative 

Police Scotland has a very strong and direct interest in the operation of Local Government in 
Scotland and as a result, it is felt appropriate to submit a response to this consultation. Reflecting 
on the detail of the specific questions posed and the remit of the inquiry, it is assessed to be more 
appropriate to respond by providing information on Police Scotland's experience of operations as 
a nationwide service with a localised service delivery responsibility.  
 
Engagement with the public and interaction with stakeholders and partner organisations is core to 
our operating model and priority setting in particular.  This has been reinforced as a consequence 
of the combination of the service's public and local focus, enhanced by the relevant legislation, 
Scottish Government priorities and direction from the Scottish Police Authority, 
 
Our commitment to this approach has led to the following actions: 

 Monthly surveys of members of the public to gain feedback regarding the service they 
received 

 Survey of 31,000 members of the public - including a minimum of 75 respondents from each 
of the 353 Multi Member Wards (MMWs) for the Local Authority constituencies 

 Engagement with the Community Councils and Residents' Associations across the country 

 Holding local police and Community meetings 

 Reporting to and participating in devolved Local Authority Area Committees and Community 
Planning equivalent arrangements -Participation in local arrangements to improve well bing 
from Community Safety Partnerships, Child and Adult Protection Committees to Road Safety 
Partnerships 

 Following local consultation, compiling and publishing a Multi Member Ward policing plan for 
each of the 353 wards which identify localised priorities. Updates to the plans are published 
six monthly 
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 Following extensive public and stakeholder consultation along with detailed analysis, 
preparation of Local Police Plans for consideration of approval by each of the 32 Local 
Authorities.  

 
This approach combined with the enabling framework of Local Police Plans set out in the Police 
and Fire Reform (Scotland) Act 2012, in addition to the devolved framework of the Community 
Planning Partnership and Single Outcome Agreement, have ensured that Police Scotland can 
remain responsive to localised concerns.  Moreover, the arrangements also allow the service to 
identify and pursue national priorities and influence partners to support such focus where   local 
consultation may not highlight concerns. By means of example, on matters such as Counter 
Terrorism and Serious and Organised Crime.  
 
Police Scotland has found that this high level of engagement and capacity for localism has 
ensured that our priorities and service delivery has been attuned to the public, securing their 
support and undoubtedly contributing to the positive levels of confidence in policing reported in 
local and national surveys.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


