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Following up on oral evidence provided to the Committee on 12 June 2013, Craig 
Sanderson of LINK provided the following supplementary evidence on the Scottish 
Housing Regulator.  
 

From: Craig Sanderson [mailto:cs@linkhaltd.co.uk]  
Sent: 04 July 2013 12:09 

To: OfficialReport 
Cc: 'Ian Wall' 

Subject: Local Govt. and Regeneration Committee 12.6.13. Link Evidence - Further Update. 

 

Good morning. 
 
I refer to the Local Government and Regeneration Committee Enquiry Hearing at 
Holyrood on Wednesday 12th June 2013 and to my subsequent e-mail of 24h June 
2013 offering further evidence of Link’s (financial) contributions to local community-
based regeneration projects. 
 
In my original written evidence and at the meeting itself I commented on the 
perceived lack of enthusiasm within the Scottish Housing Regulator (SHR) for 
housing associations/registered social landlords to participate in such ‘wider role’ 
activity. 
 
Following the Hearing on 12th June, I sent Michael Cameron, CEO of SHR, a copy of 
my written evidence. His response is reproduced below. 
 
I believe this should be lodged with the other records of the Committee’s Enquiry. 
 
Thanks. 
 
Craig Sanderson. 
 
E-mail from M Cameron, 19

th
 June 2013. :- 

 
‘’ Craig,  
Thanks for this, very interesting. 
 
The list of Link’s achievements and contribution is impressive, and from our perspective goes a long 
way to dispelling the myth that a regulated sector is one in which innovation is limited.  
 
I agree with almost all of your points in the second part of your paper.  I’m sure you won’t be surprised 
if I don’t agree with your assertion that the Regulator “frowns upon” wider role activity because of the 
additional risk this entails.  It is absolutely the case that we are urging each landlord to consider what 
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constitutes a sensible and sustainable financial headroom as mitigation of the many and increasingly 
acute risks in the operating environment, particularly the impacts of Welfare Reform, pension liabilities 
and increasing costs of borrowing.  It is entirely legitimate – and indeed laudable – for a landlord to 
decide to support an activity that it feels improves the quality of life for their tenants, residents and the 
wider community, but it has to make that decision in the context of the overall business.  It is essential 
that landlords, and particularly governing bodies, ensure that they understand the risks involved and 
the capacity of their organisation to handle these risks before they agree to any new venture.  Where 
a landlord has done this, we are likely to have few concerns. 
 
For me, this is all about good risk management, business planning and due diligence.’’ 
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