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SUBMISSION FROM PHILIP MCAULAY 

 
1. As a member of the public whose life has been blighted by high hedges for the 

last 10 years, I am delighted to have the opportunity to comment on them during 
this period of consultation. 

 
2. At the back of my house, some 12 feet from the building, there is a row of 

leylandii, some 40 feet high. In spite of my best efforts to amicably discuss the 
problems that they create with their owner, I am, sadly no further forward in 
achieving a resolution to the issue. 

 
3. I am well aware that I am not the only householder whose life has been blighted 

by these trees, but I should like to take the chance to bring some of the problems 
that these hedges create for owners and residents of adjoining properties 

 
a) THE LACK OF LIGHT:   In my own case, the back of my home has 
virtually no natural light whatsoever. I require to use electric light in every 
room on this aspect of my property every day & this includes my kitchen, 
family room, bathroom & bedroom in addition to bedrooms above the 
rooms mentioned. This obviously leads to very high fuel bills, most ironic at 
a time when energy conservation is considered to be a world-wide priority. 
 
b) BLOCKING of GUTTERS:   At least once every two months, I have to 
ensure that the gutters around the house are cleared out of the debris shed 
by these trees. Failure to do this or have this done, results in underground 
drains becoming choked & obviously leads to very expensive remedial work 
involving lifting paving & ground excavation to resolve the problems created 
by them. 
 
c) DAMAGE to MY GARDEN FENCE:   My previous neighbour & I, shared 
the very considerable cost of erecting a very attractive, substantial fence at 
the dividing line of our properties. This has now been ruined by these trees 
& has had to be shored up a number of times just to keep it standing. 
 
d) LACK of GROWTH in ADJACENT LAND:   Before the planting of these 
trees, this area of the garden was densely planted with roses which thrived 
in the site. As these trees take more than their share of nutrients from the 
soil, sadly the majority of these plants have died & those remaining, are 
struggling to survive let alone flower. 
 
e) GENERAL GARDEN DEBRIS CAUSED BY SUCH TREES:   The twigs 
& needles which these trees cast, create an incessant mess in & around 
the garden which has to de attended to. Lack of maintenance by me, even 
just for a couple of days, results in hour upon hour of work to maintain a 
tidy garden around my home. 

 
4. I am a 77 year old man who lives alone & would love to spend time enjoying my 

garden. Unfortunately instead, I find myself involved in a most unenjoyable 
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situation of catch up with the mess created by them. I take a pride in my home & 
garden & find it extremely distressing that I have to undertake heavy work for a 
man of my years & realise that I am fighting a losing battle. 

 
5. I would plead with the Scottish Government to protect citizens like myself by 

limiting the size of these hedges in Statute. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


