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SUBMISSION FROM JOHN RADCLIFFE 

 
1. In response to a letter from Margaret Mitchell MSP published in my local paper 

today (E.K. News 10/10/12) I would like to describe the misery caused by an 
overgrown woodland area which abuts the southern boundary of the gardens of 
house nos. 1 – 49 Drummond Hill, Calderwood, East Kilbride (postcode G74 
3AA) I am aware that leylandii are generally accepted as being the major culprits 
in creating this nuisance/problem, but in our case the offending woodland 
consists of mature beech, ash, oak, sycamore, and maple which are undergrown 
with self-seeded ash trees along with hawthorn and some small beech trees. The 
impact of this dense growth is to block out virtually all sunlight in winter and most 
sunlight from 9:00 a.m. through to 7:00 p.m. in summer.  

 
2. THE OVERSHADOWING IS PERFECTLY ILLUSTRATED BY GOOGLE EARTH 

– just type in our postcode! 
 
3. The effect of this overshadowing is to encourage the growth of moss and algae’s 

on paths and walls, which becomes a serious health and safety hazard when 
walked on – especially when wet (which is most of the time ‘cos there is no sun to 
dry it out !!! ) – requires constant attention with bleach and other treatments – 
prevents beneficial warmth on the south facing walls and roofs and thus 
increases the usage of heating systems within the houses – and prevents the use 
of solar panels on what would otherwise be a perfect aspect for this type of green 
energy. 

 
4. There is also a profoundly detrimental effect on the general “feel-good” aspects of 

residents lives caused by the overshadowing, interfering with our normal use and 
relaxation in our gardens. 

 
5. In highlighting the other fundamental problem created by this woodland I must 

inform you that the majority of the residents affected are retired, some widowed, 
some in their 80’s and many in their 70’s, all with varying degrees of mobility and 
fitness – and all faced with the annual leaf-fall and the need to clear up the 
multitude of black-bags-full, produced by ankle-deep leaves in all our gardens! 

 
6. We strongly support the approval of this Bill, and look forward to being able to (at 

last) get something done to attend to our frequent complaints. The irony is, the 
woodland is owned and neglected by South Lanarkshire Council!!      

 


