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SUBMISSION FROM ALISON BYRNE 
 
1. I write in connection with the proposed high hedge bill currently sitting in parliament. 
 
2. I am writing to highlight a couple of points which I would like considered in the 

process. 
 
3. I have lived in a property for about 6 years with neighbouring high hedges which have 

been left to grow out of control.  The property was originally owned by an elderly 
lady who sadly passed away a few years ago.  Since then it has changed ownership 
and although we have tried numerous times to liaise with the new owner to get the 
trees dealt with, they have not wanted to do anything.  The trees have not been 
trimmed since I have lived here and they are now the same height as our building.  I 
would like to just highlight that our building is not an ordinary house but in fact a list 
church conversion (Ranfurly church in Bridge of Weir) with 4 floors so you begin to 
get an idea of the scale.  I have attached a number of photos to illustrate.  A couple 
of years ago, we cut back the overhanging branches on our side using a 3 story 
scaffolding construction and 3 metre long chain saw.  We were however unable to 
reach the top branches. 

 
4. The points I would like to have taken in to consideration is in relation to the fact that 

these trees have the potential to damage a listed property which is protected.  As 
owners of the church, we are unable to change the appearance of the property yet 
our neighbours trees have the potential to greatly damage it.  Shouldn't there be a 
clause regarding listed or protected properties? 

 
5. We have had damage to the dividing wall due to the roots of the trees and this is my 

other concern, although related.  The encroachment of these trees roots has the 
potential for great damage and so I do not see how this could possibly be excluded 
from any bill.  Roots can potentially be more damaging than the trees themselves 
and as they are one entity, surely it would be wiser to include the treatment of 
these within the bill as well? 

 
6. Photos I have enclosed are as follows: 
 

1. Wall damage in March 2012 (roots) 
2. Wall damage in Sept 2012 (roots) 
3. Trees in question are on left of the church building (note the height) 
4. During the bad storms this year, part of one of the smallest trees broke and fell 

on our property.  Luckily it feel just short of the building but it is worrying as this 
tree is extremely small compared to the largest ones. I believe it is only a matter 
of time before one of the large ones. 

5. Although this was the small tree that fell, you will see the potential for damage 
6. A view of the trees to illustrate the height and darkness caused 
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7. Another view of the trees to illustrate the height and darkness caused 
8. Although the property is south facing, you will see that little grows due to the lack 

of light and it is mostly mossy 
 
7. I am very grateful to those involved in pursuing this bill as it greatly affects so many 

of us in Scotland and look forward to hearing the good news that the bill has been 
passed in the not too distant future. 

 
8. Many thanks and please do get in touch if you need anything else from me. 
 

Note: Photographs of a private property were provided with the submission, but are not 
reproduced online.  

 


