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SUBMISSION FROM ALAN MOTION AND JOHN HARKISS 

 

1. I refer to the request for written evidence in response to the publication of the High 
Hedges Bill. The representations contained within this letter are submitted on 
behalf of myself, and my client Mr John Harkiss, of Torley House, Southfield 
Road, Troon. 
 

2. In response to the specific questions set out in the call for evidence I would like to 
make the following observations specifically in relation to the proposed definition 
of a hedge. 
 

3. The committee should be aware that Scotland boasts the world record-holding 
high hedge at Meiklour, Perthshire. This is comprised entirely of beech. It is 
perplexing that the proposed definition of a hedge within the Bill should exclude 
beech, and other deciduous plants that are commonly used as hedging. Beech is 
one of the most commonly-used plants for domestic hedging, and as 
demonstrated at Meiklour it has the potential to reach enormous heights. 
Furthermore, when left unmanaged, beech hedges will usually comprise multi-
stemmed plants that have structurally weak forks, often leading to stem breakage 
and safety issues. Beech is not evergreen, although it will hold onto dead leaves 
throughout the winter and will cast significant shade year-round as a result. 
 

4. The dictionary definition of a hedge is “a close row of bushes or small trees 
serving as a fence.” It would seem sensible to ensure that the proposed Bill 
encompassed all types of vegetation that are grown closely in a row to form a 
fence or screen. As currently proposed, the Bill does not address issues where 
trees have been planted to form a screen and have then been left unmanaged. In 
the case of Mr Harkiss, his property is blighted by a close row of poplar trees 
deliberately planted as a screen and now some 14m in height, with the potential 
to reach 20m within a relatively short space of time. This is interfering with the 
normal use of his property, and has the consequential effect of preventing the 
installation of solar panels due to the excessive shade. 
 

5. In general, I am in broad agreement with the remaining sections of the bill.  
 
Alan R Motion BScFor, FICFor, CEnv, MArborA 
Chartered Forester 
 


