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Submission 1 
 
1. My name is Elaine Smith.  My address is Quarryside Kinnaird InchtureI 

Perthshire PH14 9QY. I am a member of Scothedge. 
 

2. I have seen a copy of the proposed legislation to deal with the problem of high 
hedges and nuisance vegetation. 

 
3. I would suggest the following amendments to the draft legislation: 
 
4. The legislation should be couched in such a way that "all proprietors whose 

properties are affected by high trees, hedges or nuisance vegetation are 
empowered to seek a high hedge notice. The legislation as proposed mentions  
"neighbouring land". If the offending trees are bounded by a public road the 
proprietor of the" neighbouring-land" will be the Roads Authority. As the Local 
Authority is to be the "Enforcing Authority" this would put the Local Authority in a 
conflict of interest. An amendment to the legislation to overcome this problem is 
therefore imperative otherwise many of those affected by this problem will be 
denied a legal remedy. A legal remedy for all of those affected by this problem is 
surely the reason for the legislation. 

 
5. The cost of an application has yet to be set. I would suggest that the " Offending 

Proprietor" should pay the same fee as the applicant to enter the process. 
 
6. There should be a definitive timeframe for each part of the process. Terms such 

as "as soon as reasonably practicable and " within a reasonable time " should be 
eliminated from the proposed legislation. 

 
7. Once granted enforcement of the High Hedge Notice should be driven by 

Applicant. 
 
8. The grounds for applications should be widened to include loss of view.  
 
9. Consideration should be given to extending the legislation to cover single 

deciduous trees and hedges if they block light etc. 
 
Submission 2 

 
10. Please note that where there are large plantations of trees affecting neighbouring 

proprietors’ light it may be necessary to apply for a Tree Felling Licence.  
 

11. I respectfully request that the proposed legislation includes a right to waive the 
need for a Tree Felling Licence or alternatively state that the Tree Felling Licence 
must be granted within 28 days of the High Hedge Notice being granted. This will 
deal with any issues of procrastination by the landowner.  
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12. There may be cases where the felling of the offending trees require a Tree Felling 

Licence. 
 
13. In these circumstances the need for a Tree Felling Licence should be waived in 

the legislation or alternatively granted within 28 days of the High Hedge Notice 
being granted. 

 
14. The need for a Tree Felling Licence can be used by the landowner as a means of 

delay in dealing with the offending trees and this possibility should be addressed 
in the final Draft of the proposed legislation.  

 
15. The obtaining of any Tree felling Licence should be Applicant driven. The cost of 

obtaining the Tree Felling Licence if any shall be the responsibility of the 
landowner. 

 
16. Fear of tree-fall and loss of view should also be a valid ground for  the granting of 

a High Hedge notice. 
 
17. I trust the above proposals are given due consideration. 
 
 
 
  


