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Local Government and Regeneration Committee 

Work Programme 

Autumn 2012 – Spring 2013 

On 20 June 2012, the Committee agreed its work programme for inquiry work for the 

period September 2012 to June 2013. Please note that this programme may be liable to 

amendment, at short notice, to take account of other parliamentary business which may 

be referred to the Committee (primary and secondary legislation etc.). Revisions to the 

work programme will be published as soon as possible. 

Committee meetings 

The Committee normally meets at 10am, each Wednesday morning, when the Scottish 

Parliament is sitting. Meetings are open to the public and are broadcast on the 

Parliament’s website. Papers for the next meeting of the Committee, as well as for 

previous meetings, are available online.  

Contact the Committee 

If you wish to discuss the Committee’s work programme, or wish to be added to the 

Committee’s e-mailing list, please contact the committee clerking team by email at:  

lgr.committee@scottish.parliament.uk. You can also telephone the clerking team on 

0131 348 5223 or 0131 348 6040.     

Subject Description  

Public Services Reform The Committee is undertaking a series of three 
linked inquiries under the overarching theme of 
public services reform in local government. The 
Committee concluded Strand 1 of this work 
(partnerships and outcomes) in June 2012. Strand 2 
will focus on benchmarking and performance 
management in local government, and will take 
place in September and October 2012. Strand 3 of 
this work, which will focus on developing new ways 
of delivering services, is scheduled to commence in 
November/December 2012. 

Local Government Finance 

(Unoccupied Properties etc.) 

The Committee published its Stage 1 report on the 
Bill on 28 June 2012. Parliament is scheduled to 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/RecessDates.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/visitandlearn/28753.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/newsandmediacentre/3168.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/29852.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/29854.aspx
mailto:lgr.committee@scottish.parliament.uk
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/52480.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/52672.aspx
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(Scotland) Bill debate this report on the week commencing 3 
September. If the Bill is approved at Stage 1, the 
Committee expects to consider the Bill at Stage 2 
(amendment stage) before the end of September 
2012.  

Fact-finding visit to Clyde 

Gateway 

The Committee has agreed to undertake a fact-
finding visit to Clyde Gateway, as part of its wider 
scrutiny of regeneration policy in Scotland. It is likely 
that such a visit will take place in mid-September 
2012. Further details will be announced shortly.  

Draft 2013/14 budget  The Scottish Government is expected to publish its 
draft 2013/14 budget proposals by 20 September 
2012. The Committee will scrutinise that part of the 
draft budget proposals relevant to its remit, and 
report its findings and recommendations to the 
Finance Committee and the Parliament. This year, 
the Committee has agreed to focus its scrutiny of 
the draft budget on the theme of regeneration policy. 
This scrutiny will take place in October/November 
2012. Further details will be announced in 
September.  

Members’ Bills  Following the approval of draft proposals for the 
introduction of members’ bills, the Committee 
expects to consider two members bills between 
September 2012 and March 2013. While no such 
bills have been formally introduced into the 
Parliament (as of July 2012), it is likely these bills 
will be the ‘Proposed High Hedges (Scotland) Bill’, 
and the ‘Proposed Building Repairs (Scotland) Bill’. 
Further information on the timetabling of any such 
bills will only be known following their formal 
introduction into the Parliament.  

Regeneration policy  The Committee has agreed to undertake an inquiry 
on regeneration policy in Scotland. The remit for this 
inquiry will be informed by the Scottish 
Government’s recently published regeneration 
strategy, as well as by fact-finding visits and the 
scrutiny of the draft 2013/14 budget proposals. This 
inquiry is scheduled to get underway in April 2013. 
Further details will be announced nearer 
commencement. 

Scottish local government 

elections 

The Committee expects to consider statutory reports 
laid before the Parliament by the Electoral 
Commission, and the Electoral Management Board 
for Scotland, on the conduct of the 2012 Scottish 
local government elections. These reports are 
expected to be considered between September and 

http://www.clydegateway.com/
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/46078.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/46078.aspx
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/12/09110320/0
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/12/09110320/0
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/scotland
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/scotland
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December 2012. Following this, the Committee will 
decide whether it wishes to undertake a more 
detailed and focussed piece of work on the subject 
of local government elections. Any such work would, 
if undertaken, most likely, be scheduled for mid-
2013.  

Community empowerment 
and renewal bill  

 

In June 2012 the Scottish Government launched a 
consultation on a proposed community 
empowerment and renewal bill. Many of the policy 
areas under consideration in this consultation come 
under the remit of the Committee. In the event that 
such a bill is introduced into the Parliament by the 
Government, and referred to the Committee, the 
Committee would schedule such work as part of its 
2013/14 work programme. In the meantime, the 
Committee will take any opportunities presented by 
its current work programme to undertake pre-
legislative scrutiny in this area. Further details will be 
announced in due course. 

Other work  Apart from the items listed above, the Committee 
expects to consider other items as a matter of 
course, such as subordinate legislation; legislative 
consent memoranda; European issues; annual 
report of the Scottish Public Services Ombudsman; 
and issues of interest brought to the attention of the 
Parliament by reports from the Accounts 
Commission for Scotland.   

Longer term priorities The Committee has also agreed priorities for its 
indicative longer term inquiry work. These include an 
examination of planning policy in Scotland. The 
Committee will consider the precise scope of this 
work, next year. It is expected this work will get 
underway in autumn 2013.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/06/7786/0

