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To whom this may concern,   

Firstly let me thank you in advance for taking the time to read this email. I have just read the 

questions put to the SNP government, Kenny  McAskill in relation to this draconian bill 

currently being put to parliament.  Mr McAskill put this to public consultation and I believe 

somewhere in the region of 87% rejected these plans to licence Air Weapons, yet this man 

ignored the public's wishes, the same public that voted him in and no doubt will vote SNP out 

at the next election.   

The questions that have been put to parliament are valid.  I have no doubt that gun crime has 

been falling year on year, I have no doubt that should anyone commit crime then the law as it 

currently stands is sufficient to punish wrong doers.  I question the motives of Mr McAskill 

as does other voters, of course the tragedy of young Andrew Morton in Easterhouse in 

Glasgow was a parents worst nightmare, Mr McAskill keeps banging on about this incident, 

but fails to expand on the full background in relation to Andrews parents and indeed the 

shooter himself, who was as you know dealt with, a licencing system in my opinion would 

not have prevented this tragedy.   

The same applies to the unlawful shooting of domestic pets and wildlife,  a licencing system 

will not stop this or add anymore weight to the law.  In my opinion it is a vote gathering issue 

by Mr McAskill  But I digress.  Those that act irresponsibly are dealt with, bringing in a 

licencing system will not detect or bring anymore wrong doers to justice than is currently 

achieved.  It is the same as the old dog licencing days, those that bought licences did and 

those that didn't,  didn't.  You could argue that having these new laws will restrict 

ammunition sales, but oh, no, they can nip over the border into England and purchase airgun 

ammunition.   On the subject of England, I also find it incredible that if this bill goes through 

our English counterparts can come north with their shotgun or section one firearm quite 

easily, but would have to apply for a visitor's permit for a sub 12 foot pound air rifle.    

I myself am Ex Military having served Queen and Country for some 14 years. I hold my SGC 

and FAC. I am a qualified Range Officer through the NRA able to run Smallbore, Fullbore 

and Gallery Ranges respectively.  I Deer Stalk holding Deer Management Qualification One. 

I carry out vermin control in the control of all relevant pest species, I use a sub 12 foot pound 

air rifle for these purposes.  I am also the Secretary of a Small bore Rifle club approved by 

the Scottish Government,  I liaise with Police Scotland in relation to new club members and 

run background checks accordingly.  On the subject of the question of approved air weapon 

clubs in Scotland. There are NONE.   

So in summary I am a law abiding citizen who will be further penalised and licensed 

unnecessarily to try and eradicate air weapon crime,  which clearly will unfortunately never 

be eradicated.  The law breakers will continue to do so.  And THERE ARE suffucient laws 

currently in place to deal with these people.  Licencing air weapons will put a further strain 

on what is currently a system that is over worked and ready to burst and will put undue 

pressure on the system.   
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I also believe in conservation and I am a fully paid up member of BASC, I don't go around 

blasting everything I come across, indeed I was trimming some trees today and uncovered a 

wood pigeon nest, the hen bird was brooding some young, I left her undisturbed and will 

finish the trim once the young have fledged, but again I digress somewhat.   Introducing this 

bill will also have a major impact on the Scottish economy as air gun shooters, whether it be 

back garden plinkers, vermin control or target shooting contribute millions in revenue.  On 

the subject of back garden plinking, within this bill Mr McAskill intends to ban back garden 

plinking.  How much of any firearms incidents have involved rear garden plinking, I suggest 

very few. Back garden plinking is the entry point to most air rifle shooting,  it's where I 

learned, and it's where I learned my children in a responsible manner. I have a pellet catcher 

and a good backstop.  One could argue that not all take the same precautions as myself, but 

the statistics would suggest otherwise, as there are very few incidents in the rear garden.    

I have written to various MSPs, MPs and have had the standard replies of wait and see or 

tough we are doing it no matter what you say even though you voted me in to represent 

you.  I hope by the questions you are putting to parliament this bill can be seen for what it is, 

a sham, a waste of public money, a system that is against the wishes of the public, doomed to 

fail, and will not make any difference to the law breakers,  who will continue to break the 

law,  it will however further penalise the thousands of law abiding people like myself.  I must 

once again thank you for taking the time to read this and hope that common sense will 

prevail.  

Yours Gary Gibb... A proud Scottish Citizen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


