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To the Justice Committee, 

I write to you today to plead for common sense to prevail when the Scottish Parliament MSPs vote 

on the proposed airgun legislation.  

Mr  MacAskill, who is no stranger to controversial decisions, appears to have a personal dislike of 

any guns or shooting sports and seems to be completely intolerant of the views of those people and 

organisations that are interested in them. 

To get it into perspective the airguns he proposes licencing include the pellet guns that have been 

used at fairgrounds for the entertainment of children and adults for generations. Current airgun 

legislation limits the power of an unlicensed air rifle to 12 f/lbs and pistols to 6 f/lbs. and these are 

the safe limits set by the competent authorities many years ago.  I am a keen airgun shooter and 

enjoy shooting paper targets safely in the privacy of my secluded back garden. As an indication of 

the low power of these airguns I can, and do regularly, shoot my air rifle and pistol inside my house 

using no more than an old pair of jeans or a couple of magazines as a backstop to catch the pellets.  

Although they look similar these guns must not be confused with real firearms. 

Mr MacAskill insists that even if licencing is introduced an airgun cannot be used on private property 

in an urban environment as he thinks it is “inappropriate” for airgun use to be seen as normal by the 

public. Apparently there is no objection to their use for pest control. Where I live in the southern 

suburbs of the city we are plagued by the grey squirrel and as you will be aware it is illegal to release 

a grey squirrel into the wild in an effort to control their ever rising population. It would appear even 

while licenced I cannot use my air gun to shoot these pests on my own property. An airgun is ideal 

for shooting pests in an urban environment as it is safe and quiet. Pest control in a rural 

environment would be more likely done with a shotgun or .22 rifle.  

Sadly it is a fact that injuries do happen from time to time with airguns however numbers have fallen 

dramatically over the last few years without any licencing regime at all so there is no logical reason 

to introduce one now. If looking at injury statistics it is quite easy to see that over the whole country 

there are far more football related injuries than airgun or indeed firearm injuries but I don’t hear any 

calls to ban football. 

If this licencing proposal goes ahead it will cost the tax payer an obscene amount of money to 

implement and maintain. This money would be better used if put into the NHS or helping the 

homeless or elderly where it is desperately needed and not squandered on needless legislation. 

I understand Mr MacAskill is regarded by some to be a bully and does not take defeat lightly. 

Nevertheless I urge you to let common sense prevail and vote against this proposal. 

Yours sincerely, 

Michael Brunsdon 

 


