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JUSTICE COMMITTEE 
 

MINUTES 
 

24th Meeting, 2014 (Session 4) 
 

Tuesday 30 September 2014 
 
Present: 
 
Christian Allard Roderick Campbell 
Christine Grahame (Convener) Alison McInnes 
Margaret Mitchell Elaine Murray (Deputy Convener) 
John Pentland Sandra White 
 
Apologies were received from John Finnie. 
 
The meeting opened at 10.00 am. 
 
1. Decisions on taking business in private: The Committee agreed to take 

items 8, 9 and 10 in private. 
 
2. Criminal Justice and Courts Bill (UK Parliament legislation): The 

Committee took evidence on legislative consent memorandum LCM(S4) 32.1 
from— 

 
Kenny MacAskill, Cabinet Secretary for Justice, Tansy Main, Head of 
Police Workforce Sponsorship Team, and John McCutcheon, Policy 
Officer, Youth Justice and Children's Hearings Unit, Scottish Government. 
 

3. Subordinate legislation: The Committee took evidence on the Legal 
Profession and Legal Aid (Scotland) Act 2007 (Membership of the Scottish 
Legal Complaints Commission) Amendment Order 2014 [draft] from— 

 
Kenny MacAskill, Cabinet Secretary for Justice, and Stella Smith, Legal 
Services Team Leader, Civil Law and Legal System, Scottish 
Government. 
 

4. Subordinate legislation: Kenny MacAskill (Cabinet Secretary for Justice) 
moved— 
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S4M-10964—That the Justice Committee recommends that the Legal 
Profession and Legal Aid (Scotland) Act 2007 (Membership of the Scottish 
Legal Complaints Commission) Amendment Order 2014 [draft] be 
approved. 
 

The motion was agreed to. 
 

5. Subordinate legislation: The Committee considered the following negative 
instrument— 

 
Title Conditions (Scotland) Act 2003 (Rural Housing Bodies) Amendment 
(No. 2) Order 2014 (SSI 2014/220). 
 

The Committee agreed to make no recommendation in relation to the 
instrument. 
 

6. Subordinate legislation: The Committee considered the following instrument 
which was not subject to any parliamentary procedure— 

 
Victims and Witnesses (Scotland) Act 2014 (Commencement No. 2 and 
Transitional Provision) Order 2014 (SSI 2014/210). 
 

The Committee endorsed the Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee's 
comments on the instrument. 
 

7. EU opt-out: The Committee considered correspondence from the Minister for 
Community Safety and Legal Affairs and agreed to continue to monitor the 
issue. 

 
8. Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (in private): The Committee considered its 

approach to the scrutiny of the Bill at Stage 1 and agreed: (a) the proposed 
timetable for its scrutiny of the Bill; and (b) proposed witnesses for its meeting 
on 28 October 2014. 

 
9. Draft Budget Scrutiny 2015-16 (in private): The Committee considered its 

approach to the scrutiny of the Scottish Government's Draft Budget 2015-16 
and agreed to: (a) focus its scrutiny on the budgets for policing and the courts; 
(b) issue a call for written evidence; and (c) further consider its approach at its 
next meeting. 

 
10. Criminal Justice and Courts Bill (UK Parliament legislation) (in private): 

The Committee considered the evidence heard earlier in the meeting on 
legislative consent memorandum LCM(S4) 32.1 and agreed to consider a draft 
report at its next meeting. 

 
The meeting closed at 11.08 am. 
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