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Tuesday 4 March 2014 
 
Present: 
 
Christian Allard Roderick Campbell 
John Finnie Christine Grahame (Convener) 
Alison McInnes Margaret Mitchell 
Elaine Murray (Deputy Convener) John Pentland 
Sandra White 
 
The meeting opened at 10.00 am. 
 
1. Decision on taking business in private: The Committee agreed to take item 5 

in private. 
 
2. EU engagement: The Committee took evidence on the UK Government's 2014 

EU opt-out decision from-— 
 

Roseanna Cunningham, Minister for Community Safety and Legal Affairs, 
and Neil Rennick, Deputy Director, Law Reform Division, Scottish 
Government. 
 

3. Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications 
(Scotland) Act 2012: The Committee took evidence on the operation of the Act 
from— 

 
Roseanna Cunningham, Minister for Community Safety and Legal Affairs, 
Tom McMahon, Head of Community Safety Unit, and Gery McLaughlin, 
Head of Community Safety Law, Scottish Government. 
 

4. Subordinate legislation: The Committee considered the following negative 
instrument— 

 
Prisons and Young Offenders Institutions (Scotland) Amendment Rules 
2014 (SSI 2014/26). 
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The Committee agreed to write to the Scottish Government and the Association 
of Visiting Committees seeking their comments on the Delegated Powers and 
Law Reform Committee’s view that there is a lack of transitional arrangements 
in relation to both this instrument and the proposed draft Public Services 
Reform (Prison Visiting Committees) (Scotland) Order 2014, and to consider the 
instrument again at its next meeting.  
 

5. Work programme (in private): The Committee considered its work programme 
and agreed: (a) proposed witnesses for its Stage 1 evidence sessions on 
25 March, 1 and 22 April on the Courts Reform (Scotland) Bill; (b) to write to the 
Minister for Community Safety and Legal Affairs seeking an update on the 
outcome of a forthcoming meeting on the UK Government’s 2014 EU opt-out 
decision; (c) to consider the next research document on Charges reported 
under the Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications 
(Scotland) Act 2012 once published in June 2014; and (d) to further engage 
with Scotland’s National Action Plan, including seeking approval for a 
Parliamentary debate on Scotland’s National Action Plan annual report in 
November or December 2014 and writing to the Scottish Human Rights 
Commission asking that it keep the Committee informed of upcoming and 
agreed international human rights recommendations to enable closer monitoring 
of implementation. 

 
The meeting closed at 12.38 pm. 
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