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JUSTICE COMMITTEE 
 

MINUTES 
 

25th Meeting, 2013 (Session 4) 
 

Tuesday 24 September 2013 
 
Present: 
 
Roderick Campbell John Finnie 
Christine Grahame (Convener) Colin Keir 
Alison McInnes Margaret Mitchell 
Elaine Murray (Deputy Convener) John Pentland 
Sandra White 
 
The meeting opened at 10.15 am. 
 
1. Draft Budget Scrutiny 2014-15 (in private): The Committee considered its 

approach to the scrutiny of the Scottish Government's Draft Budget 2014-15 
and agreed: (1) to focus its scrutiny on the budgets for policing; the Crown 
Office and Procurator Fiscal Service; and prisons and alternatives to custody, 
including women offenders; (2) to issue a general call for evidence; and (3) a list 
of witnesses. 

 
2. Decision on taking business in private: The Committee agreed to take item 5 

in private. 
 
3. Petitions: The Committee considered the following current petitions and agreed 

in relation to— 
 

Petition PE01370 by Justice for Megrahi calling on the Scottish Parliament 
to urge the Scottish Government to open an independent inquiry into the 
2001 Kamp van Zeist conviction of Abdelbaset Ali Mohmed al-Megrahi for 
the bombing of Pan Am flight 103 in December 1988: to keep the petition 
open.  
  
Petition PE01436 by Collette Barrie calling on the Scottish Parliament to 
urge the Scottish Government to legislate for the retrospective abolition of 
the requirement for corroboration in criminal prosecutions: to keep the 
petition open and to consider it alongside its Stage 1 consideration of the 
Criminal Justice (Scotland) Bill. 
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Christine Grahame indicated that she is a member of the Justice for Megrahi 
campaign. 
 

4. Criminal Justice (Scotland) Bill: The Committee took evidence on the Bill at 
Stage 1 from— 

 
Rt Hon Lord Carloway, Lord Justice Clerk. 
 

Roderick Campbell indicated that he is a member of the Faculty of Advocates. 
Alison McInnes indicated that she is a council member of Justice Scotland and 
a member of the Cross-Party Group on Adult Survivors of Childhood Sexual 
Abuse. Margaret Mitchell indicated that she is the Convener of the Cross-Party 
Group on Adult Survivors of Childhood Sexual Abuse.  
 

5. Criminal Justice (Scotland) Bill (in private): The Committee agreed to defer 
further consideration of its approach to the scrutiny of the Bill at Stage 1 to its 
next meeting. 

 
The meeting closed at 1.06 pm. 
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