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JUSTICE COMMITTEE 
 

MINUTES 
 

12th Meeting, 2013 (Session 4) 
 

Tuesday 23 April 2013 
 
Present: 
 
Roderick Campbell John Finnie 
Christine Grahame (Convener) Colin Keir 
John Lamont (Committee Substitute) Jenny Marra (Deputy Convener) 
Alison McInnes Graeme Pearson 
Sandra White 
 
Apologies were received from David McLetchie. 
 
The meeting opened at 10.00 am. 
 
1. Decision on taking business in private: The Committee agreed to take item 5 

in private. 
 
2. Victims and Witnesses (Scotland) Bill: The Committee took evidence on the 

Bill at Stage 1 from— 
 

Peter Lockhart, Criminal Law Committee, Law Society of Scotland; 
 
Murdo Macleod QC, Faculty of Advocates; 
 
Professor Alan Miller, Chair, Scottish Human Rights Commission; 
 
Colin McConnell, Chief Executive, Scottish Prison Service; 
 
John Watt, Chairman, and Heather Baillie, Vice Chair, Parole Board for 
Scotland. 
 

Roderick Campbell indicated that he is a member of the Faculty of Advocates. 
 

3. Subordinate legislation: The Committee considered the following negative 
instruments— 
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Act of Sederunt (Fees of Shorthand Writers in the Sheriff Court) 
(Amendment) 2013 (SSI 2013/112); 
  
Police Service of Scotland (Amendment) Regulations 2013 
(SSI 2013/122). 
 

The Committee agreed to make no recommendations in relation to the 
instruments. 
 

4. Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications 
(Scotland) Act 2012: The Committee considered issues relating to the 
operation of the Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening 
Communications (Scotland) Act 2012. The Committee agreed to write to Police 
Scotland, the Scottish Police Authority, the Lord Advocate and the Minister for 
Community Safety and Legal Affairs seeking further information on a number of 
issues raised in respect of recent developments. 

 
5. Work programme (in private): The Committee considered its work programme 

and agreed: to schedule time to consider the fire provisions of the Police and 
Fire Reform (Scotland) Act 2012; the implementation of proposals to improve 
arrangements for the independent monitoring of prisons; and the draft action 
plan on the realisation of human rights. In addition the Committee agreed to: (a) 
write to the Cabinet Secretary for Justice seeking an update on developments in 
respect of concerns raised by the Scottish Legal Complaints Commission 
regarding the operation of certain aspects of the Legal Profession and Legal Aid 
(Scotland) Act 2007; (b) consider the operation of the Prostitution (Public 
Places) (Scotland) Act 2007 as part of its consideration of the anticipated 
Member's Bill on the Criminalisation of the Purchase of Sex (Scotland) Bill; (c) 
ask the Equal Opportunities Committee whether it proposes to undertake a 
review of the Female Genital Mutilation (Scotland) Act 2005; (d) consider the 
provisions contained within clauses 20(2) and 21 of the Crime and Courts Bill as 
part of its scrutiny of the forthcoming Tribunals (Scotland) Bill, where 
appropriate; and (e) undertake no further work in relation to the speech, 
language and communication needs of young people in the criminal justice 
system at this stage, given that the Scottish Government is now in direct 
correspondence with the Royal College of Speech and Language Therapists.  

 
The meeting closed at 12.44 pm. 
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