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Justice Committee 
 

Victims and Witnesses (Scotland) Bill 
 

Letter from Police Scotland to the Committee 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to give evidence to the Justice Committee on 16 April 
2013 in relation to the Victims and Witnesses (Scotland) Bill.  As requested at the 
meeting and in your subsequent correspondence, I am now in a position to provide 
the further information sought by members of the Committee. 
 
Members firstly sought information about the level of information routinely provided 
in sheriff courts in relation to bail cases, and the process whereby, if a particular risk 
is highlighted, the court is made aware of that.  In line with existing Guidance from 
the Lord Advocate, when preparing a Standard Police Report (SPR), police officers 
will highlight to the Procurator Fiscal any significant concerns they have that the 
quality of the evidence given by the victim or witness will be diminished by any fear 
or distress in connection with giving evidence at the trial or proceedings.  In addition 
officers will also highlight the reaction of the victim or witness to the crime or to the 
accused and any personal characteristics exhibited by the victim or witness that 
might suggest vulnerability.   
 
In such cases it is not the role of the police to conduct a formal assessment of the 
victim or witness, however, given that the police will often be first point of contact 
with the justice system it is important that all information about the possibility of any 
significant risk to them or to the quality of their evidence is provided to the Procurator 
Fiscal.  As such, police reports will often seek to have an accused remanded in 
custody or seek appropriate bails conditions to protect victims or witnesses.  The 
provision of this information ensures that the Procurator Fiscal is able to reach a 
view on the risk posed by the accused, particularly in custody cases where bail can 
be opposed or special bail conditions can be sought to minimise this risk.  
 
Over a period of time, the majority of the 8 legacy police forces in Scotland have 
adapted the format of the SPR to include this information within a pre-defined 
section, or have included this information within another more generic section of the 
SPR.  This is one area which Police Scotland will seek to standardise in the future. 
 
In relation to the information sought by the Committee about the communication of 
bail conditions to victims and witnesses, you will appreciate that this is a matter for 
the Crown.  However, where special bail conditions have been set by a court, Victim 
Information and Advice (VIA) is responsible for communicating these conditions to 
the victim or witness, normally within 24 hours of the accused’s appearance at court.  
In cases which involve a significant risk to the victim or witness, such as domestic 
abuse cases, bail conditions are communicated to the police who will contact the 
victim to ensure their safety and explain the bail process.  This ensures the victim is 
sighted on the conditions imposed by the court, allows appropriate safety planning 
for the victim to be considered and ensures robust policing of the bail conditions set 
by the court for the perpetrator. 
 



I hope this is helpful and would be happy to provide any further information or 
clarification south by members of the Committee. 
 
Grahame Clarke 
Superintendent 
13 May 2013 
 


