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The Committee considered petition PE1280 at its 8 November meeting. The petition 
calls for the Scottish Government to give the same level of protection to the families 
of people from Scotland who die abroad as is in place in England. The petition 
proposes that this be done by amending the Fatal Accidents and Sudden Deaths 
Inquiry (Scotland) Act 1976 to require the holding of a fatal accident inquiry when a 
person from Scotland dies abroad. 
 
I attach for background information the relevant committee paper for the 8 
November meeting, which includes, as an annexe, the petition itself.  
 
The Committee noted the response of the previous administration (in which you of 
course served as Cabinet Secretary for Justice) to Lord Cullen’s report following his 
review of FAI legislation. We noted the Scottish Government’s statement that it 
agreed “in principle” with Lord Cullen’s recommendation in relation to deaths outwith 
Scotland, whilst also noting that there would need to be “strict criteria” about the 
circumstances where it would be appropriate for the Scottish authorities to carry out 
an FAI. The Committee noted that neither the previous nor the current 
administration appears to have provided a timetable for implementation of those 
recommendations of Lord Cullen that it has accepted.  
 
Committee members agreed that it appeared to be anomalous that the families of 
people from Scotland who died abroad are not in the same position, as regards an 
FAI or its equivalent, as those in other parts of the UK. On that basis, we agreed to 
write to you to seek clarification of the Scottish Government’s plans for the 
implementation of Lord Cullen’s recommendations in respect of FAIs into deaths 
outwith Scotland, and to keep the petition open pending your response. 
 
I would be grateful for a response. 
 
Christine Grahame MSP 
Convener, Justice Committee 
9 November 2011 


