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23 October 2014 
 
During the Infrastructure and Capital Investment Committee meeting on 8 October 2014 it 
was indicated that it would be helpful to be given an update on the progress of statistics on 
homelessness prevention work (PREVENT1). 
 
At the moment, statisticians are collecting the second quarter of PREVENT1 information 
from local authorities. All local authorities have been asked to submit their PREVENT1 data 
to the Scottish Government by the end of October 2014, covering the period from 1 April to 
30 September 2014. 
 
Under the Code of Practice for Official Statistics, the Chief Statistician has the sole 
responsibility for deciding on statistical methods, standards and procedures, and on the 
content and timing of statistical releases. In line with the Code, statistical publications on 
PREVENT1 will be released as soon as they are judged to be of sufficient accuracy and 
quality. 
 
Statisticians have informed me that their current plan is to take stock of the PREVENT1 data 
in early November to see what the quality looks like and to see how many local authorities 
have submitted. At this point a decision about publication timescales will be made and I will 
write to you again to update you. 
 
Kind regards 
MARGARET BURGESS 
Victoria Quay, Edinburgh EH6 6QQ 
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27 November 2014 
 
Further to my letter of 23 October 2014, statisticians have informed me that Housing Options 
(PREVENT1) Statistics in Scotland will be released during January 2015.  They will be 
available on the Scottish Government website: 
 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/homelessstats 
 
I will write to you again once the exact date of publication has been announced by 
statisticians. 
 
 
Kind regards 
MARGARET BURGESS 
Victoria Quay, Edinburgh EH6 6QQ 
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