
WRITTEN EVIDENCE FROM THE SCOTTISH COUNTRYSIDE ALLIANCE 
 
The Scottish Countryside Alliance (SCA) welcomes the Infrastructure and Capital Investment Committee 
call for views on Broadband Infrastructure in Scotland. 
 
The SCA is pleased to outline our views, below, as to why we believe effective and affordable broadband 
coverage is essential throughout rural Scotland. 
 
Scotland has rural communities, particularly in the Highlands and Islands, which are inarguably amongst 
the most remote in the UK. Nowadays, especially in remote areas, the internet can be a lifeline for 
communities, helping businesses to trade with far flung customers, allowing people to interact with 
relatives at the other side of the world, or simply flying-the flag to attract tourists to our communities, their 
festivities and their landscapes.  
 
The problem, as many SCA members know only too well, is that the internet is next to useless if it can 
only be accessed via unreliable, outdated and horribly slow dial-up connections.  
 
Why broadband is essential to Scotland’s rural communities 
 

 It is vital that rural communities and businesses have access to effective and affordable broadband if 
the digital divide is not to grow even wider and rural economies are going to grow and prosper. 

 

 Reliable broadband is imperative for competitive and successful enterprises in a growing digital 
economy. 

 

 Rural broadband opens up new ways of conducting business. More people will be able to work 
remotely from rural locations, which will ease congestion on the transportation network and contribute 
to reduction in emissions. It will also lead to growing daytime populations in rural areas, aiding other 
rural businesses and service providers.  

 

 There is a drive, by government, to make more public services available online, which provides more 
cost effective means of accessing public services. However online access to public services will only 
work if they are accessible to all and do not exclude those in remote areas, who already struggle to 
access public services.  

 

 Farming businesses are increasingly required to meet certain obligations online, such as VAT returns, 
animal movements and applying for agriculture support. Farming businesses and other rural 
businesses can only meet these obligations if they have a decent and reliable broadband connection. 

 

 Research by the post office suggests families with broadband access can save up to £840 every 12-
months.  

 
What the SCA is doing 
 

 The SCA has been asked by Three, the mobile network operator to help identify three rural 'not-spots' 
in Scotland, which coverage permitting will receive free mobile broadband data and devices for a 
year. In addition, free public access will be provided in communal areas such as pubs and community 
centres using a MiFi device. We are writing to all of our membership to invite them to put their area 
forward for this offer. 

 
 


