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DEESIDE COMMUNITY TRANSPORT 
 

WRITTEN SUBMISSION 
 
 
 
Deeside Village Hopper 
Deeside Community Transport operates the Deeside Village Hopper, a 
scheduled rural bus service.  The project was launched in 1999 to improve 
transport links between local communities.   The Hopper connects the 
communities and villages of Mid Deeside:  Aboyne, Banchory, Dess, 
Dinnet, Logie Coldstone, Lumphanan, Migvie, Strachan, Tarland, 
Torphins. 
 
The Hopper is a vital lifeline to many who have difficulty in getting to essential 
services and community facilities such as shops, health centre and 
community centre, or who use it to visit friends and relatives in the scattered 
villages of Deeside.  Passengers are offered a unique, personal door-to-door 
service, which is vital to those with limited mobility.  The Hopper service offers 
people transportation to local shops which helps boost the economy and 
promote economic development.  The service can also be used by people 
travelling to work and this again can help businesses in the area.   
 
Passenger numbers have grown steadily since the launch, to around 6,000 
annually.  Many of these people live in isolated rural areas where there is 
limited access to transportation.  The area is not served by railway, and 
travelling between villages often involves taking several buses as cross 
country routes aren't always available.  The Hopper also helps integrate 
transportation by connecting with other services (Stagecoach and 65 Special).   
     
The Hopper is open to everyone to use.  The bus has 16 seats and is fully 
accessible with a tail lift.  The bus stops on demand and will divert to pick up 
passengers up to 0.5 mile off route (by request) easing isolation and helping 
strengthen communities, allowing integration and support.  The Scotland-wide 
free bus card is accepted and under 5’s travel for free. 
 
The project has been sponsored by the Scottish Co-op since 1999, with the 
main funding coming from Aberdeenshire Council Transport Initiative and fare 
income.  Since 2004, DCT has worked in partnership with local company 
Allan & Black to provide the service. 
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The Deeside Village Hopper 
 
Community Buses for Hire 
Deeside Community Transport has 2 minibuses for hire by non-profit 
community groups and charities.  Both buses seat 16, plus the driver, and 
have wheelchair access.   
 
The cost (as at April 2013) is £1.00 per mile of hire (from Aboyne), with a 
minimum invoice of £20.00.  All drivers must hold a valid MiDAS certificate.  
We have a pool of volunteer drivers or a paid driver can be hired at £9.50 per 
hour if no volunteers are available. 
 
The buses are well used and provide affordable transport for local 
organisations.  Around 4,000 passengers use these buses annually. 
 
Since June 2010 over £63,000 has been fund raised.  A new Renault Master 
minibus was purchased in 2012, which meets the specifications requested by 
passengers and drivers.  The new bus is more economical and comfortable 
for passengers. 
 
Some of the Groups who use the Community buses: 
 
Allachburn Care Home 
http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/care/help/living/find_accomodation/care_ho
mes/AllachburnWelcomeBrochurejun8..pdf 
 
Bonty Court 
http://www.housingcare.org/housing-care/facility-info-3842-bonty-court-
aboyne-scotland.aspx 
 
Mid Deeside Day Centre 
http://www.volunteerscotland.org.uk/Opportunity/Detail/68767/0/Day-care-
Asst 
 
Children with Disabilities Integrated Team 

http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/care/help/living/find_accomodation/care_homes/AllachburnWelcomeBrochurejun8..pdf
http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/care/help/living/find_accomodation/care_homes/AllachburnWelcomeBrochurejun8..pdf
http://www.housingcare.org/housing-care/facility-info-3842-bonty-court-aboyne-scotland.aspx
http://www.housingcare.org/housing-care/facility-info-3842-bonty-court-aboyne-scotland.aspx
http://www.volunteerscotland.org.uk/Opportunity/Detail/68767/0/Day-care-Asst
http://www.volunteerscotland.org.uk/Opportunity/Detail/68767/0/Day-care-Asst
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http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/care/help/caring/respite_care/children_disab
ilities_team.asp 
 
Alzheimers Scotland 
Silver Circle 
Aboyne Primary and High School 
Kincardine O’Neil Primary School 
Warhammers Group 
Aboyne and Banchory Golf Clubs 
Aboyne Supporters Club 
Aboyne Gardening Club 
Active Aboyne 
Horseback UK is also hoping to use the bus this year. 
 

 
The new Renault Master Community Bus 
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