
 
Victoria Quay, Edinburgh  EH6 6QQ 

www.scotland.gov.uk   
 

Minister for Transport and Veterans 

Keith Brown MSP 

 

 

T: 0845 774 1741 
E: scottish.ministers@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 
 

 

 

Maureen Watt MSP 
Convener 
Infrastructure and Capital Investment Committee 
Scottish Parliament 
 
ici.committee@scottish.parliament.uk 
 
 

In 2014 Scotland Welcomes the World 

   

 
___ 

 
    
10 July 2014 
 
 
 
 
Dear Maureen 
 
I am pleased to inform you that the process to purchase two new planes to operate on the 
Scottish Government’s Public Service Obligation (PSO) routes has entered the formal 
tendering phase.  The new aircraft will be used on the routes from Glasgow to Campbeltown, 
Tiree and Barra.  The Invitation to Tender document is available from Highlands and Islands 
Airports Limited (HIAL) from today and the tender process will run until 22 August 2014. 
 
While the process is open to all aircraft manufacturers and suppliers, the specification is for 
twin engine aircraft.  The unique operating environment at Barra will also factor into the 
aircraft types we can consider.  The aim of the process is to select the tenderer which 
represents the best value for money and the criteria includes emphasis on quality as well as 
price.  I want these planes to enter service as soon as possible, so delivery time will also be 
taken into account. 
 
These air services are crucial to Campbeltown, Tiree and Barra, connecting these 
communities and transporting goods and services.  These local economies are based on 
service industries, tourism, fisheries and agriculture.  The reliance on tourism in particular 
means that direct air links are vital to enable visitors to reach the islands easily. 
 
The current planes operating on the routes are owned by Loganair, so purchasing our own 
aircraft will also encourage more competition when the contract for the PSO routes comes 
up for renewal.  We will also be engaging with passengers, local businesses and other 
interests on the specifications for the next contract period so we can consider what 
enhancements can be made to these services, making best use of the new aircraft. 
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The Scottish Government has undertaken widespread consideration of factors affecting the 
tendering process, looking at all the options available.  We were also keen to consider the 
wider impact of reviewing capacity and replacing aircraft on PSO routes in general.  
However, the communities served by these services can now look forward to seeing new 
planes operating on the routes.  We want these services to continue to be reliable and 
attractive to travellers, and these new planes will help achieve that. 
 
I will update the Committee in due course on the outcome of this exercise following the 
completion of the tender process. 
 
Kind regards 

                                                
 KEITH BROWN 

 


