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EAST AYRSHIRE COUNCIL 
 

WRITTEN SUBMISSION 
 

Please note that this is an officer view which has not yet been approved by the 
Council’s Cabinet. This response is based upon how the Proposed NPF 3 has taken 
into account, or otherwise, Cabinet approved comments which were submitted as 
part of the NPF 3 Main Issues Report consultation in June 2013. 
  
NPF 3 Proposed Plan is a well written and structured document covering most 
pertinent issues. East Ayrshire Council is particularly pleased that Kilmarnock has 
been included under the section titled “A flexible strategy for diverse places – rural 
towns”. This will assist the Council and developers in sourcing funding for its 
regeneration. The Council is also pleased to see the Scottish Government’s roll out 
of broadband and the positive impact this, along with the Council’s own investment 
of £1.2m, will have on our area. 
  
With regard to those issues relevant to the ICI Committee’s remit, East Ayrshire 
Council supports the inclusion of the strategic airport enhancements to Prestwick 
airport, the inclusion of the Central Scotland Green Network as a national 
development and the National Long Distance Cycling and Walking Network as it 
relates to the Darvel – Muirkirk route as national developments. The Council has no 
additional projects to add to the list. 
  
East Ayrshire Council notes the inclusion of certain areas as Enterprise Areas. The 
Council has recently made a bid for Enterprise Area status in Kilmarnock and is 
disappointed that Kilmarnock is not identified for this purpose in the document. 
  
The only matters from East Ayrshire Council’s response to NPF3 Main Issues Report 
which have not been taken into account in the Proposed Plan are: 
  

 Specific clarification on the role that the Scottish Government sees coal 
playing in the generation of Scotland’s electricity over the next 20-30 years is 
not set out in NPF3. It is noted that a new coal fired power station with CCS 
technology is listed as a national development but there is no current funding 
commitment for its construction. East Ayrshire is starting work on the 
preparation of a new Minerals Local Development Plan and would like 
guidance at a national level of the likely demand for coal in order to formulate 
an appropriate strategy for its future extraction. 

  

 In its response to the NPF 3 Main Issues Report, the Council, in response to a 
question as to what the priorities should be for targeted improvements to our 
transport networks, stated that improved links from southern Ayrshire to the 
M74 should be a national priority given the potential regeneration benefits this 
could bring. The A70 is seen as providing the best opportunities for improved 
links. East Ayrshire Council maintains this position and would wish this to be 
included within the section titled “Rural areas will be more accessible” at 
paragraphs 5.22-5.27 of the document. 
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 It is noted that a spatial strategy for onshore wind has largely been removed 
from NPF3 and will be set out in SPP. However, East Ayrshire Council 
remains concerned that if National Parks and National Scenic Areas are 
excluded from onshore wind developments, then greater pressure is likely to 
arise in Scotland’s remaining rural areas. The Scottish Government must 
ensure that landscape capacity studies carried out under the auspices of SNH 
and local councils will be given the recognition and weight they deserve in 
SPP. 

  
  

East Ayrshire Council 
30 January 2014 
 
 
Later comments appended 26.02.14 
 
Housing 
The first point relates to housing. In its response to the NPF3 Main Issues Report in 
Summer 2013, East Ayrshire Council stated that no mention was made in the 
document of places such as the southern part of East Ayrshire and the Irvine Valley 
area where there has been limited interest from house builders since the economic 
downturn started in 2008. Volume house builders are generally unwilling to develop 
in these areas as they are seen as high risk and most smaller local builders who 
previously developed in these areas have gone out of business. The Council went on 
to state that NPF 3 needs to recognise the difficulties remoter areas are facing in 
terms of their ability to meet local demand for new housing and suggested that the 
Scottish Government could provide incentives to people wishing to build their own 
homes in such areas. 
 
The NPF 3 Proposed Plan addressed this point to a degree in paragraph 2.25 of the 
document which states that nationally, the Scottish Government will continue to work 
with the housing sector to identify innovative approaches to rural housing, including 
assisting rural enablers to support individual house building and, as in all of 
Scotland, to ensure that a sufficient supply of new and affordable housing for both 
rent and ownership. 
 
However, the Council would also like NPF 3 to mention more flexible approaches to 
rural housing, specifically Cooperative Housing which allows communities to work 
together to provide new homes for their areas. 
 
Rail Transportation 
The second point relates to rail links in the A76 corridor, that is, the Kilmarnock to 
Dumfries rail line and associated routes. The Council would like NPF 3 to specifically 
mention the need for improvements to, and strengthening of, these routes as a way 
of providing more opportunity for sustainable economic growth. This would reflect 
our earlier submission to the National Planning Framework Main Issues Report when 
the Cabinet responded to question 13 at its meeting on 19th June 2013 which 
indicated that “Recognition should also be given to the need for significant 
improvements to the entire A76 Transport Corridor including rail and bus 
infrastructure. 
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The Council is willing to provide evidence to the ICI Committee on any aspect of its 
response should this be considered necessary. 
 
 


