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WRITTEN SUBMISSION 
 
1.  In Para 5.12 the document refers to the behavioural changes which 
will be be necessary to deliver the decarbonisation agenda. What these 
behavioural changes might be/might have to be is crucial in planning our long-
term investment in transport infrastructure viz. 
 
What sort of private vehicles will be using our roads? 
 
What sort of journeys will they be making – will there be fewer long journeys? 
 
Will all long-distance freight have to move to rail (there seems no present 
prospect of a zero-carbon LGV)? 
 
The document needed to discuss these issues. This document is meant to be 
planning for the future, after all. 
 
2. In para 5.25, the document asserts that investment in roads such as 
the A9 will help rural areas. 
 
No. No. No.      Inverness is no longer a rural area – it is a city at the heart of 
an urban region. It is increasingly quite distinct from the rural Highlands. 
 
Rural areas will be helped by better roads with which to access the primary 
roads. The major investment, over many years, in a few primary routes, and 
the total absence of any significant investment in the secondary routes which 
access them, is paralysing growth in settlements more than a few miles from 
'the beaten track'. 
 
3. At the start of this section of the document I was struck by the diagram 
on p43. Somehow the map failed to recognise the gradual shift of commercial 
activity, and people, from the West to the Centre and East. The map does not 
include the A84/5 - it doesn't even include the M9 from Stirling to Edinburgh! - 
or the A801 (not even a trunk road) which links Jctn 4 on the M9 to Bathgate 
and Livingston. 
 
My research shows that this omission goes back to the Strategic Transport 
Projects Review in 2008, which identified 20 transport corridors linking the 
major cities and 'nodes' at Perth and Inverness. It seems the number 20 was 
a convenient round number derived from a desktop exercise – there is no 
reference to any engagement with stakeholders (eg motoring or road haulage 
organisations) who might have identified their key routes. The Review 
included no data to back up its selection, and the rest of the document ignores 
all other roads. Crianlarich to Stirling was not in the 20, even though data from 
Transport Scotland shows that the majority of freight at Crianlarich is heading 
for Stirling – not surprising since Central Scotland has become the major 
distribution hub for the whole country, with timber processing  in Stirling, fuel 
from Grangemouth and supermarket depots in Bathgate and Livingston. And 



of course Edinburgh is now Scotland's No1 airport, which it wasn't in 2008. 
 
It is clearly time for an evidence-based reassessment of the strategic road 
network. 
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