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GLASGOW CITY COUNCIL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 

WRITTEN SUBMISSION 
 
 
1. Consideration by Parliamentary Committees January and 

February 2014. 
 
 1.1 This submission amplifies, and should be read in conjunction 

with the letter from Executive Director of Development and 
Regeneration Services of Glasgow City Council submitted on 
30th January 2014 (attached) which laid out major issues for 
consideration by the Parliamentary Committees. Glasgow City 
Council is also a constituent part of the Glasgow and Clyde 
Valley Strategic Development Plan Authority and therefore 
support and recommend for consideration the views made by 
the Strategic Plan Manager to the Economy, Energy and 
Tourism Committee (attached). 

 
1.2 Glasgow City Council recognises the role that the refresh and 

review of Scottish planning Policy (SPP) and the National 
Planning Framework (NPF) play in the continuing reform and 
refreshment of the planning system in Scotland. Senior Officers 
from the Council have played a collaborative and participatory 
role in all aspects of the changes that are being developed and 
implemented, not least through joint working with COSLA, 
SOLACE, Scottish Government and Heads of Planning 
Scotland. It is acknowledged, and understood, that the form and 
format of both documents are different from predecessor 
documents. It is also understood that the cultural change that is 
required to develop and mature this refreshed system is still 
underway. 

 
1.3 Whilst there is much to be welcomed in the proposed NPF3 and 

the position statement on SPP there are some areas that are 
worthy of further consideration by the Parliamentary Committees 
as they scrutinise the draft.  

 
1.4 In recognition that the Committees have a short window of 

opportunity for consideration through the 60 days scrutiny 
period, and that they therefore must concentrate on strategic 
issues, this response is laid out to emphasise the points of key 
concern. 
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2. Draft NPF3 – Ambition-Opportunity-Place 
 A Successful, Sustainable Place 

Spatial priorities for change 
 

2.1 The proposed Plan as drafted currently has missed the 
opportunity to make explicit the considerable collaborative and 
partnership work, including with Scottish Government, to 
continue to support and maximise the competitive advantage 
that Glasgow and its metropolitan region contributes to the 
Scottish economy. The need and demand for continued action 
was established in the Main Issues Report where, in particular, 
continued recognition of the River Clyde development corridor 
(Clyde Waterfront, Glasgow City Centre, Clyde Gateway, and 
Ravenscraig) was acknowledged to be required. This spatial 
emphasis is a fundamental part of the sustainable settlement 
strategy in the GCVSDP (approved by Ministers as recently as 
2012), and has informed the emerging City Development Plan. 

 
2.2 NPF3 should take the opportunity to explicitly express the 

current activities and ambitions to continue this national spatial 
priority to give direction and certainty to investment in all 
sectors. It should also demonstrate to communities that 
community led regeneration in the City will build upon Scotland’s 
assets, and will address inequalities.  

 
2.3 Whilst it is recognised that the national strategy should not be 

prescriptive, but should be flexible and adaptable, it must have 
clarity on the national emphasis and priority. 

 
2.4 It is considered that the current exposition of the Cities strategy 

underplays the role of Glasgow and its Metropolitan region in the 
success of Scotland. The profile (currently limited to one page) 
should be strengthened considerably to reflect the scale of the 
activity and opportunity that exists to deliver a resilient, 
sustainable, successful, metropolitan area, with a compact city 
form at its heart. This is of importance to Scotland as a whole, 
and not just to the region, as is currently expressed. The Local 
Government and Regeneration Committee has taken 
considerable evidence on this from Glasgow City Council, and 
whilst that is a separate inquiry into regeneration, it has direct 
relevance to making the case that the scale of multiple benefits 
that can be derived for a significant proportion of the population 
should not be underplayed. The innovative, planned, and 
collaborative approaches that have achieved the delivery of 
significant change, in particular around the City Centre, the 
Glasgow Canal Partnership, 2014 Commonwealth Games, 
Clyde Gateway and Clyde Waterfront, should be recognised, not 
least for the legacy that exists, but also the scale of regeneration 
that requires to be continued.  This should be given visible 
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leadership support through spatial expression in the national 
document. 

 
Coordinated and planned action in all of the themes of the draft 
NPF3 are currently developing in Glasgow and its metropolitan 
region and in particular activities such as the Sustainable 
Glasgow Initiative and Future Cities demonstrator project have 
global recognition and demonstrate greater than regional 
significance. The land use and infrastructure implications of 
these projects affect the manner in which the City region will 
develop and support new economic activity. The NPF would be 
enhanced by reflecting that these are of greater than regional 
significance. 

 
 
3. Observations on National Developments 
 

Strategic Airport Enhancements: Glasgow International Airport 
 

3.1 The recognition given to the role of strategic transport hubs, and 
in particular to airports, to and from Scotland is acknowledged. 
The current Strategic Airport Enhancements would be 
strengthened by the inclusion of the surface access 
improvements to Glasgow Airport, as originally signalled in the 
main issue Report, particular given the collaborative and 
partnership working that is currently being undertaken. 

 
4. High Speed Rail 
 

4.1 The Council is supportive of High Speed Rail and the 
implications for Glasgow and seeks to investigate further 
opportunities to maximise the regeneration benefits of this 
investment. 

 
5. Metropolitan Strategic Drainage Plan, and Central Scotland Green 

Network.  
 

5.1 The City plays an important role in delivering on the multiple 
benefits of the national developments of the Metropolitan 
Strategic Drainage Plan, and a considerable portion of the 
Central Scotland Green Network, through the Glasgow and 
Clyde Valley Green Network.  Planned partnership working is 
core to these projects and in particular the Committee will be 
aware of partnership with Scottish Canals to produce innovative 
approaches in the North of the City that is changing the way in 
which new developments are being delivered. The 
implementation of these National Developments will have 
multiple benefits, including increasing competitive advantage 
and in creating a more resilient place.  The role that these have 
in driving forward large scale economic activity within easy 
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reach of communities, recycling and reusing brownfield land, 
developing increased development densities, and developing 
the critical mass to lower the unit cost of infrastructure, public 
transport and services should be stressed.  

 
 
6. National Walking and Cycling Network  
 

6.1 The opportunity to reinforce the role of active travel within Cities, 
through walking and cycling, as well as an opportunity for 
outdoor tourism, should be emphasised to demonstrate the 
contribution that this has to low carbon economies as well as the 
health and well being of the population. 

 
 
7. Other comments on NPF3  
 

7.1 Committees may wish to consider how the NPF3 explicitly 
relates to and contributes to Single Outcome Agreements and 
community planning partnerships. 

 
7.2 The proposed Framework misses the opportunity to 

demonstrate that the River Clyde, as part of the marine 
environment, has a role as a resource beyond the opportunities 
provided by the Clyde Waterfront or river catchment 
management. 

 
8. Position Statement on Scottish Planning Policy 
 

8.1 It is noted that the Position Statement has been prepared in 
order to support the Scottish Parliament’s consideration of the 
proposed NPF3 (paragraph 2). Glasgow City Council has 
participated in the consultation process for the SPP (30 April- 23 
July 2013) and the additional consultation on Sustainability and 
Planning (28 October 2013-16 December 2013).  

 
The Scottish Government’s position on 10 key issues is noted, 
and in particular the emphasis on:- 

 ‘the right development in the right place’; 

 introduction of a presumption in favour of development that 
contributes to sustainable development; 

 a presumption to reinforce a plan-led system; 

 the reinforcement of  engagement as a crucial aspect of the 
planning system; 

 consideration of the role of climate change and the transition 
to a low carbon economy; 

 the alignment of placemaking principal policy with the 
Sustainability and Planning principal policy and with Creating 
Places (Policy statement on Architecture and Place for 
Scotland); 
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 the proactive policy in support of town centres, and the 
relationship to the Town Centre Action Plan; 

 location of new development in rural areas; 

 consideration of a range of matters on the delivery of 
residential developments; 

 the policy changes on onshore oil and gas and the further 
consideration of evidence on unconventional oil and gas; 

 further consultation and consideration with regard to 
Onshore Wind; Spatial frameworks and community benefits. 

 
8.2 The implementation of this policy approach will assist in 

developing high quality places for people to live and work and to 
invest in. Glasgow is committed to continue to build upon the 
assets of the City to bring about multiple benefits to all areas of 
the city and therefore welcomes the emphasis that is emerging 
from the refresh of the SPP. 

 
 
Glasgow City Council 
06 February 2014 
 
 
 
 


