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ROYAL YACHTING ASSOCIATION SCOTLAND 
 

WRITTEN SUBMISSION 
 
Royal Yachting Association Scotland, the Sports Governing Body for all forms of 
boating in Scotland, would like to indicate that we are supportive of the National Long 
Distance Cycling and Walking Network being considered as a National Project. 
 
We would also ask the Committee to note our submission in Q9 of the NPF3 
consultation provided below: 
 
Tourism Scotland 2020 identifies Nature, Heritage and Activities as a core asset block 
to be developed and exploited. Much of the activity in this block relies upon access to 
and use of Scotland’s natural assets including our coast and inland waters, as such 
these should be considered to be a key national assets. 
 
The Scottish Sports Association has indicated a desire to see consideration of 
designation of these areas of ‘outstanding sporting interest’ with a view to prioritising the 
development within them to support key outdoor activities – many of which have 
international recognition and considerable economic impact in rural areas. Whilst this 
may be challenging to be incorporated in NPF3 we would be extremely supportive of 
development work in anticipation of future plans. 
 
The Long Distance Routes project proposal does go some way to capitalising on the 
natural capital of Scotland and, noting the role of the canals, we are supportive of this 
development being considered as a national development. We would however advocate 
a bolder vision entirely by linking the terrestrial long distance routes with a network of 
marine ‘stepping stones’; something which, to our mind, would mark Scotland out as a 
world leader in terms of integrated touring experiences. We have shared this modified 
vision in our feedback to SNH and Scottish Canals and have secured endorsement from 
VisitScotland. 
 
The ‘stepping stone’( i.e. regular provision of step ashore facilities within a day (25 mile) 
sail of each other) approach to provision of marine infrastructure around Scotland’s cost 
would afford for enhanced recreational and sporting use and also provide a network to 
support the growing (Scottish Enterprise, 2010) marine tourism economy. 
 
Many of these ‘stones’ already exist with some of the more notable gaps having been 
filled by the INTEREG IV Sail West project. It is clearly important to maintain these 
exisiting facilites to provide a plafrom for future development. Gaps still remain and 
there continues to be a notable mismatch between demand and provision of suitable 
facilities (Scottish Enterprise, 2010) furthermore integration with other assets, including 
long distance routes, is limited. 
 
An enhanced network would encourage existing cruisers to extend their journey, make 
the journeys more accessible for the less intrepid and support the movement of visitor 
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spend to economically fragile communities. The network will also support ‘place making’ 
in communities which are transitioning from traditional industries (i.e. fishing) to 
alternative economic underpinnings. This approach will also improve access to 
waterborne recreation which in turn will help the Scottish government to deliver its 
strategy for physical activity, Let’s make Scotland More Active 
 
We would also like to draw the Committee’s attention to our submission to the Long 
Distance Network working group enclosed. 
 
Should further information be required we would be delighted to assist. 
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