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SOUTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 
 

WRITTEN SUBMISSION 
 
 
The identification of a particular role which the National Developments can play in 
achieving identified element’s of the Plan’s strategy provides them with clear and 
focussed purpose.  The Council is particularly supportive of the inclusion of the 
Central Scotland Green Network and the Metropolitan Glasgow Strategic Drainage 
Partnership as National Developments.  These are large scale cross boundary 
projects which can generate significant benefits in terms of sustainable development 
and which can add both to the quality of the environment and to the economic 
potential of the Glasgow conurbation by enhancing its economic and social 
infrastructure.  The Plan can also provide a framework within which the links 
between these and other National Developments can be articulated and the potential 
benefits of these links fully exploited.   
 
It is disappointing to note, however, that Clyde Gateway has not been included in the 
list of National Developments.  As the plan notes Glasgow & the Clyde Valley is 
Scotland’s biggest economic region.  In view of the significant role that the Clyde 
Gateway project can play, as a catalyst for development in this area, thus 
contributing to its economic performance, the Council remains of the view that the 
project should have been identified as a National Development.   
 
Cities as a Focus for Infrastructure Development  
The clear and explicit focus of the Plan on the role of cities as a focus for investment 
is welcomed as is the recognition of the role that the Towns linked to the cities can 
play in contributing to sustainable economic growth.  Investment in these locations 
can exploit the potential of their existing infrastructure and their capacity for 
sustainable growth.  However, the Plan does not seek to prioritise investment across 
Scotland’s city regions.  The inherent potential for the Glasgow & Clyde Valley area 
to contribute towards national outcomes, given its size, resources, and regeneration 
opportunities, will be enhanced if it is afforded a priority for investment.  
 
Infrastructure Development Requirements in Rural, Coastal and Islands Areas 
The Council welcomes the identification of National Long Distance Cycling and 
Walking Routes as a National Development.  Fulfilling the potential of these routes 
will, nevertheless, require a long term commitment to ensure that the potential links 
and interconnections that can be realised are fully exploited. 
 
Meeting Needs for New Housing Development and Ensuring that Infrastructure 
is Better Co-ordinated with Planned Development; 
The plan whilst it refers to the Scottish Government’s wish to see a significant 
increase in house building does not acknowledge that the financial climate has made 
it more difficult to ensure that there is the timeous and co-ordinated delivery of the 
necessary infrastructure.  The NPF can be a vehicle for identifying and pursuing the 
potential benefits of regional or national infrastructure funds, which could unlock the 
potential of a number of sites.   
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Digital Infrastructure;   
The provision of fast and efficient digital infrastructure in remoter areas will play a 
vital role in their economic performance.  The Council supports the inclusion of the 
National Digital Fibre Network as a National Development. 
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