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SCOTTISH COUNCIL FOR DEVELOPMENT AND INDUSTRY 
 

WRITTEN SUBMISSION 
 
 
1. SCDI is an independent membership network that strengthens Scotland’s 
competitiveness by influencing Government policies to encourage sustainable economic 
prosperity. SCDI’s membership includes businesses, trades unions, local authorities, 
educational institutions, voluntary sector and faith groups. 
 
2. SCDI welcomes this additional opportunity to comment on the Third National 
Planning Framework. In July 2013, SCDI submitted responses to the Scottish 
Government on the ‘Main Issues Report & Draft Framework’1 and ‘Draft Scottish 
Planning Policy’2, followed by submissions in December 2013 to Scottish Government 
on the ‘Sustainability and Planning’3 consultation and to Scottish Natural Heritage on its 
‘Core Areas of Wild Land 2013’4 consultation. The timeframe allowed to feedback to 
parliamentary committees since the call for evidence was released has restricted our 
ability to address all the areas of scrutiny listed by each committee in full; however, this 
response highlights the core issues and opportunities of the Proposed NPF3 that SCDI 
and its members have identified at this stage.  
 
Infrastructure and Capital Investment Committee 

 Cities as a focus for infrastructure development 
 

3. Scotland’s cities and city-regions have significant potential in terms of meeting the 
Scottish Government’s aspirations in supporting economic growth and the transition to a 
low carbon economy while providing quality places and protecting natural assets.  
 
4. SCDI believes that improved connectivity between cities and within city regions is 
essential to support existing settlements and promote future national prosperity, and 
welcomes the stated ambition in the Proposed NPF3 to better connect cities to each 
other and to their regions. Transport infrastructure improvements in the north of 
Scotland have lagged behind central Scotland and this must be redressed given the 
importance of and opportunities for industries in the north, and the potential constraints 
on growth due to infrastructure.   
 
5. In particular, SCDI welcomes the recognition in the Proposed NPF3 of the 
importance of the complete dualling of the trunk roads between cities (with the dualling 
of the A9 from Perth to Inverness by 2025 and the dualling of the A96 from Inverness to 
Aberdeen by 2030), and improving rail services and reducing journey times between 
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Aberdeen and Inverness and likewise between these two cities and the central belt. In 
our response to the ‘Main Issues Report & Draft Framework’ (MIR), SCDI said while the 
Scottish Government has a long-term commitment to dual these roads and provide 
funding, their inclusion as a national development could bring significant processing 
benefits; and hopefully avoid the significant delays during the consenting process that 
have been observed in other large road projects. SCDI believes that the objectives and 
timescales identified in the Strategic Transport Projects Review (STPR) for 
infrastructure and services improvements on the Highland Main Line, Aberdeen-Central 
Belt and Aberdeen-Inverness should be a minimum; and we would like an accelerated 
programme of electrification of the Scottish rail network, including to Aberdeen and 
Inverness.  
 
6. To improve connectivity between the central belt and the North East and 
Highlands and Islands, the role of the strategic transport network around Dundee and 
Perth in facilitating road and rail movements must also be recognised. Population 
growth in these areas will put increasing pressure on the transport network in this 
region, and it is essential that capacity keeps up with demand. The Proposed 
Framework recognition of these issues is limited to comments in the ‘City Overview’ 
sections to Perth being a “strategically important gateway to the North and the North 
East”, and connections from Dundee to the rest of the cities remaining a priority. NPF3 
must recognise the pressure on infrastructure in these areas and identify measures and 
opportunities to alleviate it before it becomes a constraint on growth. While the 
Proposed NPF3 references nearly all the major projects in the SPTR and Infrastructure 
Investment Plan (IIP), the targeted infrastructure improvements identified in STPR to 
separate intercity and local traffic in these areas are omitted. For example, the Dundee 
Northern Relief Road could reduce conflict between strategic and local traffic in Dundee 
and improve the connectivity of Aberdeen to the central belt. Similarly the Inverkeithing 
to Halbeath Rail Line could improve journey times between Aberdeen, Inverness, Perth 
and Edinburgh, and improve rail freight access to port facilities.  
 
7. Cities should also be an important focus for digital infrastructure. Further 
comments are made below under the ‘Digital Infrastructure’ heading (paragraphs 25 to 
27). 
 

 Sustainable transport and climate change 
 
8. It is essential that Scotland’s transport networks are fully integrated. At present 
there is limited reference to this, and the Proposed NPF3 misses some key 
opportunities to improve integration across Scotland’s main transport modes.  
 
9. For example, the Proposed NPF3 could do more to highlight the role of city and 
town centers as integrated transport hubs. The transition between different modes of 
transport should be made as simple as possible for users of the network in order to 
encourage a greater shift from private car travel. In response to the MIR, SCDI 
suggested the outlined ‘Areas for Coordinated Action’ should identify key interchanges 
where a joined-up approach to infrastructure would help to improve sustainability. While 
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these areas have been removed from the Proposed NPF3 (with the exception of 
‘Energy Hubs’), the potential to link key transport infrastructure has been missed. For 
example, in the Glasgow city-region opportunities to integrate rail, subway, bus, air, 
ferries, airports, freight facilities as well walking and cycling networks should be 
emphasised. Technological enablers, such as the new integrated STP smart cards, 
should also be recognised and the introduction of compatible systems to new routes 
and transport modes should be encouraged. 
 

 Internal and external transport connectivity 
 
10. Competitive infrastructure and connectivity enables globally ambitious Scottish 
businesses to grow and internationalise, and attracts inward investment to Scotland in 
high-value manufacturing and services, and people to live, work, learn and visit.  
 
11. The rest of the UK is Scotland’s most important trading partner. Scotland’s exports 
(excluding oil and gas) to the rest of the UK in 2012 were estimated at £47.6 billion 
(exports to the EU as Scotland’s second largest export market was by comparison 
estimated at £11.7 billion)5. The Proposed NPF3, like the MIR, makes little reference to 
Scotland-England links, whereas, for example, NPF2 identified a corridor between 
Aberdeen and Newcastle based around the energy sector and higher education. There 
is little discussion of access to London issues (i.e. hub airport capacity in the South East 
of England as a key determinant of the development of Scotland’s connections with the 
rest of the world) or, despite the inclusion of high speed rail, the opportunities from 
strengthened connections with northern English cities.  
 
12. The maintenance and development of a good airport infrastructure and direct air 
links to other economic centers are vitally important to the competitiveness and 
internationalisation of the Scottish economy. SCDI supports retaining the growth of key 
airports as national developments, and expanding these to include Inverness. The focus 
on airports must not be restricted to the airport master-plans themselves, and should 
include their surrounding areas and transport connections with the airports, to 
encourage the delivery of their full potential in supporting economic growth.  
 
13. The ‘Statement of Need’ for including Strategic Airport Enhancements as a 
National Development is currently missing any reference to the importance of airport 
connections with the wider city region. SCDI believes that improving access between 
Scotland’s cities, rail network and airports is a priority in maintaining the 
competitiveness of Scotland and its cities as an attractive location for businesses and 
as a tourism destination, including conferences and events. Many European cities 
benefit from the international connectivity offered by these links. 
 
14. In particular, Glasgow Airport remains wholly dependent on access by roads, 
encouraging private rather than public transport access to the airport. Improved surface 
access to Glasgow Airport has been referenced since the first National Planning 
Framework was published in 2004, including in the MIR which stated that “improved 
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surface transport access to Glasgow Airport was supported in NPF2 and remains part of 
a proposed national development in NPF3”. While SCDI welcomes the significant 
investment which has been made in the transport network in Glasgow in recent years, 
including the M74 completion which improved access to Glasgow Airport, these 
investments have overwhelmingly enhanced private rather than public transport access. 
With congestion hotspots projected to worsen towards 2020, particularly at peak times, 
this may make the Airport less accessible, thereby reducing the attractiveness of the 
Airport and city as business locations and destinations, and constraining economic 
potential. The UK Airports Commission Interim Report noted the need for improved 
public transport access to Glasgow Airport, and recommended in the long-term that the 
Scottish Government should work with Network Rail and other stakeholders to explore 
options including light-rail6. The removal of references to surface access to Glasgow 
Airport is, therefore, surprising and concerning. The fact that there is a STAG appraisal 
being undertaken is welcome, but should not preclude references in NPF3 – for 
example, an Edinburgh-Glasgow high-speed rail line is also at the stage of STAG 
appraisal and is included.  
 
15. The Proposed NPF3 lists High Speed Rail as a National Development. As a 
member of the High Speed Rail Scotland Partnership, SCDI supports the development 
of a UK High Speed Rail network between Scotland and London and the increased 
connectivity with other English cities and regions as well as with the European rail 
network which this would support. A Scotland-London High Speed Rail Line has a better 
business case than routes which stop in the West Midlands, Greater Manchester or 
Yorkshire, delivering journey time benefits and the opportunity to attract point-to-point 
passengers from air travel. The cost and scale of HS2 necessitates incremental 
development. SCDI welcomes joint work commissioned by Scottish and UK 
governments into how the benefits for Scotland of HS2 could be increased and supports 
the view that Edinburgh-Glasgow could be a starting point for a full project. The benefits 
of investment in high-speed rail need to be maximised for the country as a whole by 
improving connectivity between the terminal stations and the rest of Scotland, 
particularly to and from the North, and effectively utilising any released capacity for 
passenger and freight services. The business case for an Edinburgh-Glasgow high-
speed line is yet to be established. Any such development must have no negative 
impact on the scope and timescale of the planned improvements to the Scottish rail 
network in the STPR, including electrification, and, indeed, should prompt thinking to go 
further.   
 
16. However, the strength of the business case for a standalone Edinburgh-Glasgow 
high speed link is yet to be established, and this link should not be prioritised above 
other improvements to the rail network in Scotland, including the electrification of the 
network and improvements in journey time from the central belt to Aberdeen and 
Inverness.  At present, the ‘Statement of Need and Description’ for the High Speed Rail 
National Priority could be understood as being limited to a Edinburgh-Glasgow link, but 
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the final NPF3 document should clearly prioritise north-south connectivity, with 
Edinburgh-Glasgow the potential northern end.  
 
17. The inclusion of some references to the importance of rail freight and its key 
Scottish hubs in the Proposed NPF3 are welcome, particularly as this crucial role of 
transport infrastructure was previously missing from the MIR, but it is still underplayed. 
Increased rail freight capacity offers opportunities to better link Scotland with the rest of 
the UK (including key ports), European and international markets. Modal shift of freight 
from road to rail would also cut congestion and carbon emissions from the movement of 
goods. 
 
18. The development of key rail freight terminals in Coatbridge, Mossend and 
Aberdeen could potentially be constrained by planning issues in the surrounding areas, 
limiting the capacity of Scotland’s strategic inter-urban freight network. National 
development status could support the necessary development needed to support the 
growth of the freight network, as well as support export growth and catalyse other 
investment. For example, Scotland does not currently have any rail sidings long enough 
to accommodate the longer freight trains which are standard in Europe. The 
development of these will allow faster loading and unloading of freight as trains will not 
have to be broken-up to enter sidings, as well as allowing a greater volume of freight to 
enter and leave Scotland in the limited slots available on the rail network. Opportunities 
to develop new terminal sites in suitable locations in order to complete inter-city freight 
connections should also be considered.  
 
19. Three of the proposed national developments are related to port improvements 
and increasing their freight handling capacity: ‘Grangemouth Investment Zone’, ‘Freight 
Handling Capacity on the Forth’ and ‘Aberdeen Harbour’. This focus needs to be 
matched with the infrastructure to distribute freight once it has landed in Scotland. 
Should the North Sea Passageway become a viable trade route in the future, as is 
noted in the Proposed NPF3, Scotland’s ability to land and distribute freight across the 
UK could become even more important, and without this capability this economic 
opportunity will be missed.  
 
20. Opportunities for short-sea shipping to remove freight from the roads network 
should also continue to be supported. Despite the prominence of ports in the Proposed 
NPF3, no mention is made of short-sea shipping. This is a mode that has considerable 
potential given the number and distribution of ports around Scotland and the UK, both 
for distributing goods throughout the UK, but also to Europe. This emphasises the need 
for an integrated transport system which provides good quality links to ports and 
harbours. 
 
Meeting needs for new housing development and ensuring that infrastructure is 
better co-ordinated with planned development 
 

21. The Scottish population has grown to record high figures, yet in 2011, annual 
housing completions reached their lowest levels since the end of the Second World 
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War7. The supply of housing continues to fall, and between 2011-12 and 2012-13 new 
housing supply decreased 14% to 14,629, driven by a drop in private and housing 
association house building8. House-building does not only represent an important 
economic activity and source of employment, it is also essential to the creation of quality 
places and for ensuring Scotland continues to be a country where people want to, and 
are able to, live and work. As a National Planning Framework, NPF3 needs to provide a 
strong direction to development plans. It should include a clear national housing target 
and strategy for delivering these homes. 
 

22. The Proposed NPF3 recognises that in some city regions, infrastructure capacity 
constraints are limiting the delivery of new housing and other development, and 
highlights Edinburgh, Perth and Aberdeen as experiencing the most acute housing 
needs. Two actions in the ‘Action Programme’ included in the Proposed NPF3 relate to 
housing development:  
 

4) “we will examine current planning authority approaches to aligning 
planning and infrastructure investment, and share good practice” and  

6) “we will work with housing providers and the development sector to 
support housing development and encourage innovative approaches 
to affordable housing”.  

 

23. Neither of these actions appropriately address the scale of the problem in a 
manner which can quickly influence the acute shortage affecting some areas of the 
country, particularly given the growing constraints on public sector budgets.  
 

24. In indicating those areas experiencing the highest levels of growth, NPF3 should 
influence future infrastructure investment to enable this growth to be met. As the 
Scottish Government is not the main delivery body in most projects, clear direction of 
those who are tasked with delivery is necessary and public body investment plans 
should align with NPF3 providing a joined-up approach to infrastructure provision and 
development plans, so that, for example, new housing developments have access to 
high-speed broadband. NPF3 should also highlight where the infrastructure which could 
support new and significant development is already in place, including transport, next 
generation digital and water infrastructure, as well as schools, healthcare facilities and 
other essential services.  
 
Digital infrastructure 
 
25. SCDI welcomes the recognition in the Proposed NPF3 of the importance of digital 
infrastructure and the inclusion of a ‘National Digital Fibre Network’ as a National 
Development. Digital infrastructure is essential for enabling and improving the ability of 
businesses to compete in a global market and attract inward investment. Scotland’s 
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location in global markets and geography means that good digital connectivity is of vital 
importance, however, it also presents a challenge to providing infrastructure. Policy 
measures and regulatory frameworks must compensate for these challenges.  
 
26. The National Development ‘Statement of Need’ highlights the Highlands and 
Islands Area as a focus for development. The roll-out of first generation broadband was 
one of the key factors which have enabled the Highlands and Islands economy to 
become a net contributor to the overall Scottish economy, and universal access to next 
generation broadband and mobile networks will also play a central role in increasing 
flexible delivery of, and widening access to, higher and further education, and can 
transform the way that public services are delivered, including the implementation of 
telehealth and other ‘smart’ health care solutions. 
 
27. The importance of having internationally competitive digital infrastructure in urban 
settings must be emphasised as vital to supporting existing business and attracting new 
business and investment. The Agenda for Cities has highlighted the potential for 
collaborative approach, including the delivery of world class digital connectivity, capacity 
and usage across city regions. NPF3 should recognise cities and their surrounding 
regions as digital infrastructure priorities due to their role in delivering economic growth. 
The Agenda for Cities also referenced the intention to improved mobile coverage along 
main transport links, and NPF3 should highlight the need to continue the improvements 
which are being made on this aim, alongside the further roll-out of wi-fi on trains. 
 
Infrastructure related national developments: 

 Aberdeen Harbour expansion 
 

28. SCDI agrees that the proposed expansion of Aberdeen Harbour should become 
recognised as a national development. It plays a particularly key role in serving the oil 
and gas sector in the North Sea and globally, and is a key part of the vision of 
developing Aberdeen as the energy hub for the Eastern Hemisphere.  In order to 
address the continued growth in the size of vessels, additional, longer and deeper 
berths are required for the energy sector, cruise ships and other commercial traffic. 
 

 Grangemouth Investment Zone 
 
29. SCDI welcomes the inclusion of Grangemouth Investment Zone as a National 
Development. Grangemouth is an important centre of Scotland’s refining and 
petrochemicals sector, which plays a vital role in maintaining the country’s transport 
fuels and chemical feedstock. The sector is under pressure due to weak margins and 
legislative demands, reducing demand for transport linked to legislative measures and 
improved energy efficiency, as well as increased competition from overseas. North Sea 
gas prices have been increasing and production will decline over time. As this happens, 
the industry may require the ability to access affordable supplies of gas imported from 
North America, and NPF3 should make reference to the potential need for import 
facilities to secure feedstock.  
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 Strategic Airport Enhancements associated with Aberdeen, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Inverness and Prestwick Airports 
 

30. Please see paragraphs 12 to 14 
 

 High Speed Rail 
 
31. Please see paragraphs 15 and16.  
 

 Metropolitan Glasgow Strategic Drainage Partnership 
 
32. The Metropolitan Glasgow Strategic Development Plan (MGSDP) should remain a 
national development. In 2013, Scottish Water announced as part of the partnership a 
£250m five-year programme of work to alleviate flood risk, unlock land for development, 
and adapt to the potential impacts of climate change. As the MGSDP moves into its 
delivery phase, its prioritisation as a national development remains essential due to the 
long-term nature of the project and the commitment needed from multiple bodies to 
deliver it. 
 

 

Funding Major Infrastructure Investment 

33. The final NPF3 document should provide clarity around the medium-term pipeline 
of infrastructure development, and should consider how this infrastructure will be 
funded. Effective planning for major projects, supported by secure sources of funding, 
can improve the delivery of infrastructure as well as support confidence amongst 
industry9. Following the completion of the NPF3 process, the Strategic Transport 
Projects Review and Infrastructure Investment Plan should be reviewed to ensure that 
they are consistent with the long-term spatial strategy provided by NPF3; and that any 
implications for infrastructure, particularly transport, are fully reflected in other relevant 
documents.  
 
Economy, Energy and Tourism Committee 

 Core Areas of Wild Land Map 
 

34. SCDI responded directly to Scottish Natural Heritage’s consultation on Core Areas 
of Wild Land in December 2013. In this response, we agreed that the Core Areas of 
Wild Land map is an effective guide to Scotland’s wild land resources and the areas 
which Scottish Natural Heritage will seek to protect in line with its purpose. We added, 
however, that the Wild Land map and the impact it may have on economic opportunities 
cannot be considered in isolation. Many of the objections raised in response to Draft 
Scottish Planning Policy (SPP) and the NPF MIR were not specifically related to wild 
land. Many respondents instead voiced concern over the cumulative impact of the 
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spatial framework for onshore wind which the Draft SPP introduces, including the 
extension of the boundary between settlements and wind farms from 2 to 2.5km, the 
sum of which may significantly impact Scotland’s ability to support onshore renewables. 

 
35. In comparison to the rest of the UK, the greater certainty afforded to onshore wind 
in Scotland has been successful in attracting investment and more rapidly developing 
renewables. Increasing uncertainty would lead to less development, reduced economic 
activity, and will hinder the Scottish Government's ability to meet its climate change 
targets. While in principle a spatial framework should increase certainty, the cumulative 
effect of single discipline issues afforded protection in group 1 and 2, and to an extent 
group 3, in the framework may significantly impact Scotland’s ability to support onshore 
renewables and realise its nationally and internationally significant targets.  

 
36. The Groups identified are as follows; 
 

Group 1: Areas where wind farms will not be acceptable i.e. National 
Parks and National Scenic Areas.  

Group 2: Areas of significant protection. As well as wild land, this also 
includes; heritage areas such as World Heritage Sites, Natura 200 and 
Ramsar sites, Sites of Special Scientific Interest, and National Nature 
Reserves; areas where the cumulative impact of existing and consented 
wind farms limits further development; areas within 2.5km of cities, towns 
and villages; areas safeguarded by planning policies such as scheduled 
monuments, conservation areas, the curtilages of listed building, and sites 
in the Inventory of Gardens and Designed Landscapes; civil aviation and 
defence consultation zones; land covered by broadcasting instillations; 
flood risk areas (where risk is greater than 1:200 years); and areas of high 
quality unaltered peat.  

Group 3: Areas where planning constraints are less significant, including 
regional and local landscape and natural heritage designations; scenic 
routes identified in NPF3, long distance walking routes, and undesignated 
land with local landscape and natural heritage interest.  

Group 4: Areas where wind farm proposals are likely to be supported 
subject to detailed consideration against identified criteria.  

37. The majority of areas outlined in Group 1, 2 and 3 will be relatively remote from 
communities, and discouraging or not enabling development to take place here will 
push applications towards settlements and locally valued landscapes, which may result 
in greater numbers of objections to applications, slowing development and representing 
a burden to the planning system. 
 
38. SCDI does not agree with the arbitrary increase in separation distance from 2km to 
2.5km. This shifts the definition of the separation distance from a positive policy which 
helps inform areas of search, to a separation distance which designates cities, towns 
and villages as requiring ‘significant protection’ from the visual impact of wind farms. 
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Clarity is required over what is considered a ‘wind farm’ i.e. the number of turbines, as 
well as what constitutes a town or village, as no statutory definitions currently exists. 
SCDI is concerned that the ‘significant protection’ around settlements will decrease 
opportunities for urban environments and areas with greater concentrations of 
population, such as the Central Belt, to generate renewable energy and contribute to 
climate change mitigation, and could reduce economic activity and Scotland’s ability to 
meet its national climate change targets.  
 
39. The constraints presented by Group 1 and 2 are not offset by Group 3. These 
‘areas where planning constraints are less significant’ do not offer sufficient certainty for 
development. The assertion in Draft SPP that these are areas where wind farm 
development can be realised through good design or mitigation does not necessarily 
relate to current local realities. As the Draft SPP recognised, most local authorities have 
carried out landscape character and capacity studies, and local authorities are often 
best-placed to make decisions about the suitability of a development in a local area. 
However, local landscape designations are, in some cases, being used to constrain all 
development in those areas. 
 
40. There is logic behind many of the issues included in the spatial framework, for 
example, protecting high quality peat is consistent with ensuring the carbon benefits of 
onshore wind. Many of the areas outlined in the framework may also overlap, although 
the extent of this remains unclear. The Draft SPP states that the framework should be 
supported by a single map which consolidates information on capacity and the 
groupings set out above, but until this map is produced, it is not possible to judge the 
cumulative impact the SNH Wild Land map will have on Scotland’s ability to support 
onshore renewables.  
 
41. This spatial framework along with the recent cut to onshore wind strike price all 
serve to restrict development, in a way which may prove untenable in terms of 
environmental commitments and national and local energy and ultimately economic 
needs. With investment in offshore wind falling and challenges including market 
incentives, onshore grid connection requirements, potential added environmental costs 
of materials needed in both shallow and deep-water substructures for offshore turbines, 
and the early stage of design and development of deep-water substructures offshore 
wind is highly unlikely to be able to replace slower increases in onshore capacity10. It 
must also be recognised that the lifespan of onshore wind farms is relatively short with 
estimates ranging between 10 and 25 years, presenting the opportunity for restoration 
and a return to wild land when obsolete. This is already recognised and provided for 
through SNH's recently released ‘Research and guidance on restoration and 
decommissioning of onshore wind farms’11.  
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 The proposal to develop the capacity for storage of energy to be exported 
 
42. NPF3 should reflect the importance of existing and emerging technologies to 
support the development of the energy storage sector as a whole. Energy storage 
allows greater power to be harnessed from renewables, and can also reduce demands 
on the grid. Hydrogen technologies have the potential to become an important method 
of storing energy, and could be used to store electricity generated from renewable 
sources and be used in other areas such as road transport. The Proposed NPF3 only 
makes reference to exploring energy storage in the Outer Hebridies. While realising the 
full economic potential of renewable opportunities in the Outer Hebridies is welcome, 
the potential to develop energy storage technologies goes wider than this.  The Scottish 
Cities Alliance has produced a strategy to introduce hydrogen fuel cell technology 
across Scotland’s seven cities and their regions, and NPF3 could assist in the 
development of hydrogen as a viable technology through consideration of the potential 
to incorporate hydrogen storage facilities next to wind farm developments as well as the 
necessary transport infrastructure to support hydrogen projects and the use of hydrogen 
as a fuel. In addition, a package of policy and regulatory issues need to be considered 
which may include the reclassification of hydrogen as a chemical rather than a fuel and 
the reduction in vehicle emission levels for CO2 and other pollutants. Further 
information on the wider use of hydrogen can be found in the Scottish Cities Alliance 
strategy report which can be provided on request. 
 
Infrastructure related national developments: 

 Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) Network and Thermal Generation 

43. Security of energy supply is an increasing concern for SCDI, especially base-load 
capacity. We welcome the Scottish Government's support of the life extension for 
Hunterston and, in due course, Torness, but note that Peterhead has had its capacity 
reduced; that there has been no investment decision for a new gas power station at 
Cockenzie; and that there are questions over how it will be economically viable to run 
Longannet. The lack of progress with any of the national conventional power station 
developments identified in NPF2 underlines that this is not just an issue for the planning 
system, as does the fact that a replacement station at Cockenzie has already been 
approved. While ensuring security of energy supply, there is also a need to ensure 
affordability and reduce carbon emissions. SCDI welcomes the inclusion of Carbon 
Capture and Storage, conventional power, pumped hydroelectric storage and electricity 
network developments in NPF3, but it is clear that significant challenges remain, 
including financial, technological, and policy, and it is essential that industry and 
government work together as a matter of urgency to address all of them. 
 

 A High Voltage Energy Transmission Network 

44. SCDI agrees that a ‘High Voltage Energy Transmission Network’ should be 
included as a National Development’. Enhancing the electricity network is essential to 
realising Scotland’s full energy potential. Substantial network reinforcements and 
upgrades are required. These should look decades ahead and not simply replace like 
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with like. Onshore reinforcements and subsea cables are necessary, and updates to the 
suite of grid enhancements should be made where required. The Proposed NPF3 
highlights links to Orkney, Shetland and the Western Isles as key connections, which 
recognises the opportunity to harness their high-capacity for renewable energy and 
provide a once-in-a-generation socio-economic opportunity. As the subsea links to 
Orkney, Shetland and the Western Isles have not yet been consented, SCDI, therefore, 
agrees with the proposal that these links remain a priority in NPF3.  
 

Rural Affairs, Climate Change and Environment: 

 The delivery of a sustainable rural Scotland 
 
45. We have elsewhere in this submission discussed the importance of improved 
digital connectivity and energy transmission infrastructure in supporting rural business 
and communities and delivering a sustainable rural Scotland (please see paragraphs 26 
and 44). The recognition of aquaculture as an important aspect of the economy across 
parts of coastal Scotland which supports rural jobs and wider communities is welcome, 
as is the commitment given to realising the industries ambitious growth targets.  
 
46. The ability of the NPF3 document to deliver a sustainable rural Scotland may be in 
some way limited by the lack of a Scottish food security policy. Food security is a global 
issue which is likely to impact developed nations through increasing the price of food, 
which will have subsequent impacts on quality of life etc. Current land use strategies 
and policy drivers do not necessarily account for food security, and this may become an 
increasing issue in the future.  
 
SCOTTISH COUNCIL FOR DEVELOPMENT AND INDUSTRY 
 
30 JANUARY 2014 


