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BT SCOTLAND 

WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS 
 
 
Introduction 

1. BT Scotland welcomes this opportunity to feed views into the Infrastructure 
and Capital Investment Committee’s (ICIC) inquiry into the National Planning 
Framework 3 (NPF3). BT Scotland has confined its views to the proposals 
contained in NPF3 that seek to support digital connectivity. 

National Fibre Network 

2. The inclusion of a National Fibre Network as a new national development 
within the NPF3 is a welcome one and will assist with the delivery of the Next 
Generation Broadband (NGB) Highlands & Islands (HIE) and Rest of Scotland 
(RoS) broadband projects. Specifically, the fibre network that is being installed 
by BT as part of the HIE project will build a fibre backbone with more than 
800km of new fibre on land and 400km of subsea cables over 20 crossings to 
remote islands. 
 

3. BT is delivering the Highlands & Islands project on behalf of Highlands & 
Islands Enterprise, Scottish Government and UK Government (BDUK). It will 
deliver an open-access network which will be open to all communications 
providers on an equal wholesale basis creating a competitive retail market 
where people and businesses will have the choice of over a hundred 
communication providers to choose from. 
 

4. By being classified as a national development the planning and consent 
regime recognises the established need for these developments. This is 
important as the majority of the subsea cabling will be laid within a 6 month 
weather window in summer 2014. To deliver the project on time and to reach 
the coverage targets for the project, the installation of the subsea cables is 
essential. 

Improved digital connectivity 

5. More broadly, BT welcomes the focus on measures to improve and prioritise 
digital connectivity in the NPF3 proposal. It is expected that the Scottish 
Government will consult on General Permitted Development Orders in relation 
to external communications infrastructure. GPDOs define what types of 
development do not require a specific grant of planning permission. Generally 
this is because the scale and nature of the development is considered to be 
less significant and will have little impact on the surrounding area. By 
progressing this, the Scottish Government can assist with the roll-out of 
Scotland’s two broadband projects but also assist with the delivery of all major 
future property developments. 
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Wider issues 

6. The NPF3 references the need for housing within city, urban and rural areas 
and the challenges posed by infrastructure constraints. There have been 
examples of new housing developments built in peripheral areas of city, urban 
and rural areas with poor connectivity due to existing exchange 
arrangements. BT and Openreach have been working closely with developers 
to understand requirements for new development sites and are in dialogue 
with the Scottish Government to understand how the planning system can 
help mitigate this. BT Scotland would support sensible measures, via the 
planning system, that would require future developments to provide the 
necessary civil engineering to ensure future fibre connectivity.   
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