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 There needs to be a move away from large framework agreements that 

eliminate the opportunity for SME seized businesses to directly access 
contracts.  HIE have just let another framework agreement that will run for 
some years.  Sub-contracting opportunities at local level generally offer little 
windfall for the companies in each respective area.  Much of what HIE builds 
is of a size and value that can easily be contracted at a local level, however a 
tender process that enables SME’s the opportunity to tender needs to be 
made priority.  

 When we’ve lobbied Scottish Water in the past relative to their framework 
agreements that cover large geographic area they’ve asked if we have ever 
considered applying for inclusion on their frameworks (rather than accept that 
due to the contract size very few organisations can actually tender).  We 
obviously are not in a position to consider tendering for such a massive, 
region-wide works package.  They should be splitting their frameworks down 
to a more local level to enable SME sized organisations to access this work 
rather than for us to have to try to survive on limited sub-contract work. 

 It is important that genuine local social-economic community benefit can be 
realised through public sector contracts across Scotland.  In Orkney we have 
just experienced one of the largest ever capital construction programmes in 
our new Schools Investment.  The bitter irony is that the works that took place 
exclusively on Orkney over a number of years only provided one brickwork 
and one carpentry apprenticeship at the Orkney College.  My two 1st year 
brickwork apprentices had to be amalgamated into the 2nd year class as there 
were not enough new entrants to justify having a 1st year class.  It was tragic 
that this was able to happen when an unprecedented level of publicly funded 
development was taking place within the County.   

 The administrative burden of the entire procurement process must be 
considered within this Bill.  Only the largest of contracts should be being 
advertised through Public Contracts Scotland.  The statistics relating to Public 
Contracts Scotland that demonstrate the portal’s use being ever on the 
increase offer no comfort to SME sized organisations in each area who are 
seeing ‘bread and butter’ contract work being needlessly advertised 
nationally. 

 Small contracting/purchasing organisations (such as a local housing 
association) need to be able to tender work to local, experienced contractors 
with a proven track record in that local operating area.  Attention to repairs & 
defects following contract completion is almost impossible to achieve where a 
main contractor travels from afar (in our case over land and sea) in order to 
undertake the work.  Service and quality must be able to be maintained whilst 
still obtaining value for money. 

 HUB does not fall within the remit of the Bill.  This is of serious concern as 
vast sums of public money will be spent throughout Scotland for many years 



through HUB and there are no guarantees that any of the principles we’ve 
discussed will be considered and put into practice in connection with their 
capital spend. 

 
Accessibility to public contracts for SME sized organisations as principal contractor 
(as opposed to sub-contractor) is the key to maximising the economic wellbeing 
within each respective county across Scotland.  We are the organisations who 
employ local people; we are the organisations who provide opportunity for people at 
a local level; we are the organisations who provide apprenticeship and other work 
based training opportunities to local people, and so it goes without saying that if our 
size of organisation can be enabled to access contract work then the economic 
wellbeing of communities throughout Scotland will be substantially improved and 
sustained. 
 
‘Big’ is rarely better when considered in terms of quality, socio-economic 
sustainability and value for money. 
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