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Dear Maureen

Further to my letter dated 12 September about the A9, I am pleased to let you know that
tomorrow I am announcing a plan for a 50 mph HGV speed limit trial to be introduced at the
same time as the Average Speed Cameras.

Currently, HGVs over 7.5 tonnes are allowed to travel at 40 mph on single carriageway sections
of the A9. The trial, which aims to improve the operational performance of the route, will go
ahead alongside a safe driving campaign run by the haulage industry and the A9 Safety Group.

This is a measure that is being brought forward to address complex safety and operational
issues that we face on the A9. The speed limits for all other categories of vehicles will remain
the same.

The trial, which will last 36 months, will involve quarterly monitoring assessments and
evaluations of performance.

The A9 remains one of Scotland's most important links and this pilot is just one of many
engineering, enforcement and education measures being introduced to improve the safety and
operation of the route ahead of full dualling.

Before the trial can commence regulations must be taken through Parliament and average
speed camera technology procured and installed. The earliest opportunity to undertake this
preparatory work and commence the trial could be Spring 2014. We would certainly wish to
have this started during next year, albeit we recognise there are important events, such as the
Commonwealth Games and Ryder Cup, which must be taken into account.
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I have written in similar terms to all MSPs with an interest in the A9.

Kind regards

KEITH BROWN
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