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NORTH AYRSHIRE COUNCIL 

WRITTEN SUBMISSION 

The introduction of the Bill is welcomed and the Council supports the aim of 

the Bill ‘to establish a national legislative framework for public procurement 

that supports Scotland’s economic growth by delivering social and 

environmental benefits, supporting innovation and promoting public 

procurement processes and systems which are transparent, streamlined, 

standardised, proportionate, fair and business friendly’. 

Thresholds for regulated procurements 

The contract threshold for regulated procurements is fair and reasonable. 

Section 9 – Sustainable Procurement Duty 

This is welcomed and the proposal to consider how procurement can improve 

the social, economic and environmental wellbeing of the authority’s area as 

well as considering innovation and the involvement of Small and Medium 

Enterprises, third sector and supported businesses is a positive step. 

Section 10 – Supported Businesses 

This is welcomed and will help improve the sustainability of supported 

businesses. 

Section 11 - Procurement Strategy 

It is proposed that all public bodies with an annual procurement spend of £5m 

publish a procurement strategy. This proposal is reasonable but guidance 

including a model strategy or template is an absolute necessity to ensure 

consistency in application across the public sector. 

Section 14 - Procurement Annual Report 

As per the comments above, the need for a model annual report or template 

is required. 

Section 20 - Community Benefit requirements in public contracts 

This is welcomed and the threshold of £4m, at which point community benefits 

must be considered, is reasonable and a good starting point. This threshold 

however should not preclude public bodies from the consideration of 

community benefits for contracts below this threshold. 
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Section 22 - Selection of tenderers 

This is welcomed however further guidance would be helpful on which 

criminal convictions would result in an economic operator being excluded from 

a contract.  

Clarity is required on how this sits with policies such as the rehabilitation of 

offenders and also spent convictions. 

Section 23 - Selection of tenderers 

Paragraphs 23 (1) (a) and 23 (2) refers to minimum standard requirements to 

assess the suitability of an economic operator.  

This should be proportionate to the size and nature of the regulated 

procurement to adequately address the risk. 

North Ayrshire Council 
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