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WRITTEN SUBMISSION  

Generally: This does much to augment Scotland’s position as a leader in effective public 
sector procurement but this will only be delivered properly if the procurement specialists 
responsible for delivering contracts are appropriately recognised and supported from within 
their own public bodies. 

Paragraph 3.2 of the Bill 
This includes a reference to a different threshold for works contracts and it would be helpful if 
it could be clarified if this means that works contracts up to this value do not need to be 
openly advertised on PCS but instead can be ran using Quick Quote. Current guidance 
states that is for goods, services and works. 
 
Smaller companies often complain that the odds of being successful in a tender opportunity 
are reduced when it is opened up to the wider market. Using a selective “closed field” 
process could be a way of encouraging them to take part in public sector tenders without 
placing and would increase their likelihood of being successful which supports the 
government agenda of a strong SME community. 

Paragraph 9.1 and 11.5 of the Bill 
It would be helpful if guidance is provided on this duty since a number of public bodies whilst 
willing to support the intentions of the Bill, they may not have the necessary internal 
resources to develop this element – e.g. examples of best practice or online tools would be 
very helpful. 

Paragraph 11.5.c of the Bill 
This could be very hard to monitor without significant resources from the contracting authority 
especially with regards to payments due to sub contractors to another subcontractor. Could a 
method of self assessment be sufficient? 

Paragraph 14.2.a of the Bill 
Much of this information is already recorded on Public Contracts Scotland on completion of a 
Contract Award Notice so the reporting capabilities of PCS should be improved such that 
this information can be accessed more easily. 

Paragraph 14.2.d of the Bill 
It can be very hard to work out what is likely to be procured over a period of 2 years since so 
much depends on availability of government or EU funding etc. Any such list would have to 
be heavily caveated to avoid additional administration by public bodies having to explain to 
potential bidders why a potential project has now been cancelled or postponed.   

Paragraph 20.4 of the Bill 
More guidance needs to be provided on what this means. Examples of best practice would 
be helpful. 

Paragraph 21.1 of the Bill 
Rather than “may”, Scottish Ministers “should” offer guidance on this important area 
especially since most of the current guidance concentrates on very high value works 
contracts with only limited support available for service contracts.  
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Paragraph 23.1 of the Bill 
Consideration should be given to the production of a standard PQQ which can be used in 
sub OJEU tenders to improve best practice across the various public bodies. 

Paragraph 30.3 of the Bill 
Much of this information is already recorded on Public Contracts Scotland on completion of a 
Contract Award Notice so the reporting capabilities of PCS should be improved such that 
this information can be accessed more easily. 
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