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Public Bodies (Joint Working) (Scotland) Bill 
 

Quarriers 
 
Quarriers is a major Scottish charity providing practical care and support 
every day to thousands of people. Through more than 120 services for Adult 
Disability, Children and Families, Epilepsy and Young Adults in Scotland and 
a growing number of service in parts of England, we challenge inequality of 
opportunity and choice, to bring about positive change in people’s lives.  
Quarriers fully support the evidence submitted by the Health and Social Care 
ALLIANCE Scotland on this Bill.  
 
Consultation Questions  
Do you agree with the general principals of the Bill and its provisions?  
Quarriers supports the Scottish Government’s aim to integrate health and 
social care to improve outcomes. Quarriers believes that integrated and high 
quality support provided in partnership with health and social care will lead to 
an improved life and healthier outcomes.  
Quarriers also supports the comments from the ALLIANCE that the provisions 
in the bill may not go far enough to achieve the transformational change 
advocated in the Christie Commissions report on the future of public services.  
 
To what extent do you believe that the approach being proposed in the 
Bill will achieve its stated policy objectives?  
Quarriers believe that the Bill has the potential to improve outcomes for 
people using health and social care services across Scotland, but is 
concerned that the effectiveness of this may differ across Scotland with some 
health boards and local authorities working together more effectively.  
 
Quarriers would also support calls made by the ALLIANCE that the 
involvement of service users, unpaid carers and the third sector are key to 
making integration a success.  
 
Quarriers believe that the third sector has a key role to play to ensure the 
aims of the Bill are a success and would like to ensure that the third sector is 
a key partner working with health and social care to reshape services. 
Quarriers is a major provider of support and services for both Health Boards 
and Local Authorities across Scotland.  
 
Quarriers would also like to see this Bill being used as an effective tool for 
people who use the support services to be more involved in the developing of 
services and support and would highlight that this is already being done 
effectively in some local authorities across Scotland.  
 
Please provide details of any areas in which you feel the Bill’s 
provisions could be strengthened  
Quarriers would support calls for a stronger voice for people using health and 
social care support and services and would like to ensure that the third sector 
is involved in developing integration plans to ensure that the voices of the 
people using support services is added.  
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The role of the third sector must be clearly defined in the process as an equal 
partner in the process. The role of the third sector within current CHPs and 
CHCPs is inconsistent at best and this situation has shown little change in the 
start of the integration process. Quarriers are concerned that the level of third 
sector and individual’s involvement with differs drastically between authorities. 
Quarriers supports the position of the ALLIANCE that  
  
The third sector and people who use support/services should be 
included within membership of Integration Boards at section 12 and 
strategic plan consultation groups at section 26 of the Bill  
Quarriers would also advocate a set of human rights based principles in the 
Bill, or amendments to the existing principles so that the Bill is focussed on 
achieving outcomes, rather than a needs-based approach and 
co-production/asset-based approaches rather than a professional/provider-led 
agenda. In their content and language the principles reflect the traditional 
‘deficit/needs’ based paradigm with professionals framed as holding the 
balance of expertise and power. This seems at odds with the Christie agenda 
and wider drives for personalisation, person-centred care and the desire to 
‘shift the balance of power’.” We must ensure that when budgets are brought 
together that it is always the needs of people supported that is key and not a 
budget reduction exercise that some areas may see it as.  
  
What are the efficiencies and benefits that you anticipate will arise for 
your organisation from the delivery of integration plans?  
Quarriers believe that the Bill could significantly strengthen the working 
relationship between third sector organisations and statutory services and this 
will lead to improved services and planning across Scotland.  
 
What effect do you anticipate integration plans will have on outcomes 
for those receiving services?  
Quarriers believe the Bill can be an effective way of improving services and 
support for people across Scotland, this will only be achieved if the people 
receiving support and services across Scotland are active partners in the 
developing of health and social care across Scotland.  
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