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Public Bodies (Joint Working) (Scotland) Bill 
 

The Royal Pharmaceutical Society 
 
The Royal Pharmaceutical Society (RPS) is the professional leadership body 
for pharmacists in Scotland, England and Wales. The RPS leads and supports 
the development of the pharmacy profession for public and patient benefit. 
This response comes from the Scottish Pharmacy Board (SPB) which is the 
elected body of pharmacists representing all sectors of pharmacy practice in 
Scotland.  
 
The Bill is in general very enabling and the scope for tailored local 
arrangements is welcomed, however it will be the specific details in the 
forthcoming regulations and orders which will determine how well the Bill will 
work in practice. We would like to draw the committee’s attention to one 
aspect of working together which we believe needs further consideration.  
 
The need for sharing of information is highlighted in the policy memorandum 
which accompanies the Bill. The SPB believes that access and input to the 
appropriate parts of one single patient electronic health record will be 
essential to facilitate this information sharing and ensure patient safety.  
 
RPS has recently launched a report on the use of Medicines Compliance Aids 
highlighting the need for patient assessment and shared responsibility 
between social care, pharmacists and GPs when supplying patients with 
these aids. Sharing of information through a single patient record will be 
necessary for safe and efficient working practice. In addition, there are 
numerous examples of patients transferring from one care setting to another, 
particularly at weekends and out of hours when lack of information has led to 
inadequate patient care and contributed to hospital re-admission. We would 
be happy to discuss this further with the committee.  
 
Non-medical and pharmacist prescribing is now well established and it is 
possible for several health professionals to be prescribing for one individual at 
any one time. As health and social care integration becomes established, it 
will be even more important that relevant information is shared both between 
different prescribers and with social care colleagues. The SPB would like to 
see more specific requirements for the sharing of information in the 
regulations and orders which will follow the Bill.  
 
It is established that medicines play an important role in the treatment of long 
term conditions and are a major expenditure in the care of older people. We 
know that unplanned admissions to hospital account for almost one third of 

the total spend on older people’s services.
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We also know that adverse drug 
reactions account for at least 6.5% of unplanned hospital admissions and over 

70% of these are avoidable.
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Minimising these incidents and reducing 
unplanned admissions to hospital is a major driver for successful integration of 
health and social care.  



PBJW0035 

2 

The SPB would like the national outcomes which will follow the Bill to 
recognise the importance of medicines and pharmaceutical care in 
contributing to improving patient health and wellbeing and for there to be a 
statutory requirement for pharmacist expertise wherever medicines are 
included in patient care. This will require pharmacy input and engagement at 
all levels of new and emerging health and social care structures from the 
strategic and governance levels at the top through to operational delivery.  
We would be very happy to discuss with the committee in more detail the 
means through which this can be achieved and any aspect of our comments 
on the Bill.  
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