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Thank you for giving us the opportunity to respond to the above consultation 
and this response is on behalf of the members of The United Free Church of 
Scotland. 
 
We accept that Scotland has a serious problem with alcohol and the statistics 
show that the misuse of alcohol in the UK is highest in Scotland. The effect of 
excessive drinking is enormous, particularly on crime, health costs and the 
cost of policing with this being directly related to its easy availability and 
affordability compared to thirty years ago. We believe that the only way to 
tackle this enormous problem is by fiscal means and that the Scottish 
Government has a duty and a responsibility to take measures for the common 
good of our society. 
 
As a Denomination we support the concept of minimum pricing and commend 
the Scottish Government for its determination to tackle this problem which is a 
terrible blight on our society. However, we are not convinced that on its own 
the proposals outlined in the present form of the Bill will be as effective as the 
Government hope. We would suggest the following additional measures: 
 

 Improve the delivery of alcohol misuse education in schools 

 Increase the provision of leisure and recreational choices 
particularly for young people in areas of increased social 
deprivation 

 Restriction of advertising and promotional materials within 
licensed premises 

 Tougher drink driving laws with a reduction in the drink drive limit 
from 80 to 40 mg per 100 ml of blood. There are some countries 
who do not allow driving after alcohol is consumed and if this 
were applied in Scotland the drink drive limit could be set to 5mg 
per 100ml 

 Until the Scottish Parliament has the power to raise taxes there 
should be a levy on the sale of alcohol in licensed premises to 
offset the effect of alcohol misuse on the provision of police and 
health services  

 There is a need, once this Bill is on the statute book, for the 
issue to be scrutinised and revisited on a regular basis as the 
initial fiscal measures may not have the desired effect 
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