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Supplementary Evidence 

British Heart Foundation Scotland would like to thank the Health and Sport 
Committee for the opportunity to submit supplementary evidence to their 
scrutiny of the Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) 
(Scotland) Bill. The evidence to be submitted was only released in the past 
week and as such wasn’t available during the initial call for evidence.  

As Wales approached the 1st of December and the subsequent shift to an 
Opt-out system they released the first set of stats in the UK relating to the new 
registration system. One country that opponents to Opt-out always quote is 
the experience in Brazil and the high levels of the population who chose to 
Opt-out ultimately crippling the system.  

Brazil is of course one example of a country that used Opt-out and there are 
many other successful examples such as Croatia. However we have heard a 
lot during evidence about learning from Wales and their implementation and 
the evidence that has come to light allows us to look at to Wales and their 
experience already.  

Wales Registrations on the Organ Donation Register as 
at 15 November 2015 

Age 
Opt-in Opt-out 

Appointed  
representative 

0-17 23,690 3,217 0 

18-34 291,806 8,500 0 

35-49 309,207 11,116 0 

50-59 175,774 13,806 2 

60-69 136,052 21,006 4 

70+ 146,443 28,299 2 

Not reported 19 0 0 

Total 1,082,991 85,944 8 

 

Figures released by the Welsh Government show that on the 1st of December 
only 3% of the population had chosen to Opt-out. The Welsh donor register 
has lagged behind Scotland’s 43% in recent years yet when given the option 
to Opt-out only 3% of the population exercised this right. The Welsh 
Government also note that “We have seen registrations rates go up during 
peaks of activity in our campaign. Currently around 34% of people in Wales 
are now registered donors.” 

It is also interesting to note the use of an “Appointed Representative” or Proxy 
as described in the current Member’s Bill. Only 8 proxies were appointed in a 
population of roughly 3.6 million, equating to approximately 0.0002% of the 
population using this mechanism.  



Dr McKellar in his evidence on November 24th stated; 

“Another problem is that, for an opt-out system to be ethical, everybody in the 
country should know about it. I would be surprised if a great majority of the 
people in countries in Europe that have an opt-out system know that they 
have such a system and that there is a possibility that if they said nothing their 
organs would be removed.” 

Drawing on learnings from the Welsh Government we can see that their 
omnibus poll on this issue shows on 1st December 2015, the date of the 
change, that 69% of people were aware of the changes (unprompted) that 
figure went up to 72% when prompted. Also it was noted that understanding of 
the new law is also high, with eight out of 10 people who are aware being able 
to describe the changes. Whilst not directly comparable, an ITV poll published 
on 9 July showed awareness of the legislative change at 89%. 

So we can already use Wales as an example to learn from in 2015 rather than 
delaying this change further. The Welsh Government has had huge success 
in communicating the change over the 2 year campaign to the vast majority of 
the population and moving to an Opt-out system has only resulted in 3% of 
the population exercising their right to Opt-Out. 

I hope the committee find these learnings from Wales helpful in their scrutiny 
of the Bill and would be happy to provide further evidence or points of 
clarification if needed 
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