
Support for Community Sport 

HM Chief Inspector of Prisons for Scotland 

I noted with interest the work your Committee is carrying out on developing 
sporting talent across Scotland, obviously highlighted by the evidence given 
yesterday by Judy Murray and Liz McColgan. 

Yesterday I published by 3rd Annual Report for the period 2011/12 and there 
may be issues in that which could be of interest to you and your Committee. 
You can access the Report at www.scotland.gov.uk/hmip and click on Annual 
Report 2011/12. 

As Chief Inspector of Prisons I have, for some time now, been talking to 
young offenders about their experiences of the environment in which they 
have grown up. As a result of this I have been looking at two areas where I 
believe a more positive experience would be helpful: 

The first has been exclusion from school. Inevitably a larger proportion of 
youngsters from areas of deprivation are excluded from school. Once 
excluded, many continue to „self exclude‟. I first raised this issue in my 2nd 
Annual Report when it was published this time last year. Since then I have 
visited the Dunfermline High School Inclusion Unit and my 3rd Annual Report 
explains on page 1, how successful I think the unit is. „Inclusion‟ can also 
have a wider meaning in terms of society as a whole. I think many young 
people feel not only excluded from school but also excluded from the main 
stream of society. Inclusion in a new national sporting ethos, could, in my 
view, make a positive difference. 

The second is my visit to see the Spartans Community Football Academy 
where I could see the obvious advantages of using sport as a means to 
positive ends (page 2 of the report). I am also a believer that there should be 
stronger partnership working and linkages between sports clubs and other 
extra curricular movements/youth movements with schools. This would 
provide a more holistic approach to „growing up‟ for each and every child.  

Sadly, there are very few clubs like Spartans in Scotland. There are, however, 
plenty sports organisations and clubs who could, with encouragement, take 
on more partnership working in communities and with schools to widen 
opportunities. I was pleased to note, for example, the presentation made in 
the Parliament building last week by the SRU on this theme, „to grow the 
game and increase physical activity  amongst young Scots.‟ As Spartans told 
me, none of this is easy, particularly in very challenging areas, but it‟s worth a 
go. 

In my speech at the launch yesterday and in front of Kenny McAskill, I said: 

“I am a great supporter of sport, of youth movements, of extra curricular 
activity in Scotland. When we consider how our children grow up and are 
delivered in to society at 18, I feel sure that, particularly in areas of 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/hmip


deprivation, youngsters need greater access to participate. Given the success 
of the Olympics and Paralympics and the opportunities that will be provided 
by the 2014 Commonwealth Games in Glasgow, this is an important 
bandwagon that just needs a good shove. The message today is to 
encourage greater participation in such activities and that this is coordinated 
with schools. 

Extra curricular activities bring responsible mentors and role models, 
encouragement and support, socialisation and other skills. They reduce 
boredom at weekends and after school and can improve health, fitness and 
well being. I saw this „in spades‟ at the Spartans Community Football 
Academy in North Edinburgh which is clearly having a positive effect.” 

Hugh Monro 
HM Chief Inspector of Prisons for Scotland 
01 October 2012 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


