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Health (Tobacco, Nicotine etc. and Care)(Scotland) Bill 

East Dunbartonshire CHP 

NVPs and smoking in hospital grounds 

1. Do you support the Bill’s provisions in relation to NVPs? 

The East Dunbartonshire CHP recognised the increase in popularity of NVP 
products across the local area. Many smokers appear to be using these 
products as a way to support their quit attempt and as a result the local 
cessation service have made contact with shops selling products, to develop 
local partnerships to support quit attempts where appropriate.  

It is recognised however that the safety and effectiveness of NVP’s have still 
to be ascertained.  

The CHP are supportive of the planned access restrictions on NVP’s to those 
people under 18 years. Research suggests that early onset smoking in young 
people (under 15) tends to lead to more addictive smoking behaviors in later 
life. Arguable, NVP’s therefore could be a gateway to smoking cigarettes.  

Further, to date there is no conclusive evidence to suggest the effectiveness 
or safety of NVP products and therefore a restriction in purchasing to over 18 
is welcomed.  

The CHP would ask that the Scottish Government consider restriction where 
and how NVP’s are advertised and where and how branding of NVP’s are 
utilised for commercial sponsorship purposes. At the moment, these products 
are heavily advertised on the internet. East Dunbartonshire CHP recommends 
restrictions on advertising and sponsorship of NVP’s based on restrictions 
currently in force regarding normal cigarette products.  

2. Do you support the proposed ban on smoking in hospital 
grounds.  

East Dunbartonshire CHP is fully supportive of the proposed ban on smoking 
in hospital grounds and welcomes this ban to include local authority settings. 

NHS greater Glasgow and Clyde have been operating a Smoke-Free Policy 
since 2007 and to date enforcement of this Policy has been problematic, 
despite a recent campaign to promote the Smoke-Free Policy and subsequent 
ban on hospital grounds.  

East Dunbartonshire CHP welcome the proposed legislation, however East 
Dunbartonshire CHP would highlight the possible confusion over the 
legislation covering the perimeter of the grounds of the hospital setting. This 
would suggest that permission is granted to smoke outside the perimeter and 
this could by default create an area with a large number of people smoking 
that may still be within the hospital grounds. This has been clearly seen when 
during the implementation of the NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde Policy.  
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In addition, car parks could potentially be an area of confusion where shared 
ownership of the car park exists.  

East Dunbartonshire would welcome an extension to legislation, proposing the 
ban is extended to all Public Sector buildings and grounds. 

East Dunbartonshire CHP 


