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· Thank you for your letter of 21 May 2015 setting out the considerations of the Health and 
Sport Committee in respect of the provision of NHS fertility services. 

I note that the committee has taken formal evidence from representatives from: Infertility 
Network Scotland; Fertility Fairness; NHS Tayside; NHS Grampian; NHS Lothian; and NHS 
Greater Glasgow and Clyde, and received correspondence from the Chair of the National 
Infertility Group and a number of Health Boards. 

I am also pleased that our target to reduce waiting times for IVF treatment to under 12 
months has not only been met, but met ahead of schedule. Scotland is leading the way in 
the provision of NHS IVF treatment with the implementation - and achievement - of this 
target, along with our £12 million investment in IVF provision over the last three years. This 
means all patients in Scotland have access to a more generous and fairer service than 

· elsewhere in UK. 

As you know the National Infertility Group has reconvened to consider phasing in further 
criteria as discussed in the Group's 2013 report, and in particular the following criteria: 

• Eligible patients may be offered up to three cycles of IVFIICSI where there is a 
reasonable expectation of a live birth 

• One partner has no genetic child - as long as all further criteria are met by both 
partners 

The Group will be reflecting on the implementation of the 2013 access criteria changes, 
emerging clinical evidence in light of new treatment pathways, and the recurring service cost, 
before any recommendations are made to Ministers. The Group will also as part of its 
review, reflect on how any proposed changes will impact on the delivery of fertility services in 
the future, including any impact on self-funded treatment. 
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As you know from the letter that the Chair of the National Infertility Group, Ian Crichton, sent 
to the Health and Sport Committee, dated 26 March 2015, the Group will be considering 

. nearly all aspects raised in your letter, and I have asked them to ensure that any other points 
in your letter are considered. 

I note your comments on counselling; particularly the recognition of the psychological impact 
receiving fertility services can have on patients, and have specifically asked the National 
Infertility Group to consider the current provision of counselling services to these patients as 
part of their review work. I have also asked the Group to consider positive terminology, 
including its use in correspondence, and am pleased to let you know that following the 
Group's meeting on 30 June 2015, members have agreed to look at both of these issues and 
consider whether a recommendation on both would be appropriate. 

I would like to thank the committee for their interest in fertility treatment, and will be happy to 
provide the committee with an update following receipt of the National Infertility Group's 
report, expected at the end of 2015. 

Maureen Watt 
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