
 

 

 
 
   

 
Michael Matheson MSP Health and Sport Committee 
Minister for Public Health T3.60 
St Andrew’s House The Scottish Parliament 
Regent Road Edinburgh 
Edinburgh EH99 1SP 
EH1 3DG Tel: 0131 348 5410 
 Calls via RNID Typetalk: 18001 0131 348 5410 
 Email: healthandsport@scottish.parliament.uk 

17 March 2014 

Dear Michael, 

Petition PE 1384 Speech and Language Therapy 

Petition PE 1384 calls on the Scottish Parliament—to urge the Scottish Government 
to demonstrate how its policies and guidelines ensure local authorities and NHS 
boards protect provision of quality speech and language therapy (SLT) services for 
all people with speech/language communication support needs and/or swallowing 
difficulties.  

The petition was lodged with the Public Petitions Committee (PPC) in January 2011 
and referred to the Health and Sport Committee in September 2012. We previously 
corresponded on this petition (reference your letter of 19 December 2012 in reply to 
mine of 22 November 2012). 

More recently, the Committee commissioned SPICe to carry out a survey of health 
boards and local authorities in order to obtain further information about their 
provision of SLT services. The Committee considered the results of that survey at its 
meeting on 4 March 2014; the relevant meeting paper, including the SPICe analysis 
of the survey, has been attached as an annexe.  

The Official Report of that meeting is also available on our website:  

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=8983&mode
=html#iob_81072 

As you will see from the Official Report, the Committee agreed to seek your views, 
initially in writing, on the issues raised by the petition and the survey results on the 
provision of SLT services (this can be found in the meeting papers).  
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=8983&mode=html#iob_81072
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=8983&mode=html#iob_81072


 

 

 
 
   

The paper also contains a list of five actions that the petitioner – on behalf of the 
Royal College of Speech and Language Therapists (RCSLT) members – called on 
the Committee to consider. The Committee would be grateful for your comment on 
these actions.  

Finally, the Committee would be interested to hear your views on the provision of 
SLT services within the new, integrated arrangements for adult health and social 
care, following the passage of the Public Bodies (Joint Working) (Scotland) Bill, 
including any work being undertaken by NHS National Services Scotland on scoping 
potential models for such integration. 

The Committee will decide on further actions, including the option of inviting you to 
give oral evidence, when it considers your reply. 

Yours Sincerely, 

 
 
DUNCAN MCNEIL MSP 
Convener 


