
 

 

 
 
   

 
Alex Neil MSP  Health and Sport Committee 
Cabinet Secretary for Health and Well-being T3.60 
St Andrews House  The Scottish Parliament 
Regent Road  Edinburgh 
Edinburgh  EH99 1SP 
EH1 3DG Tel: 0131 348 5410 
 Calls via RNID Typetalk: 18001 0131 348 5410 
 Email: healthandsport.committee@scottish.parliament.uk 

22 November 2012 

Dear Alex 

PETITION PE1384 

Petition PE1384 calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government 
to demonstrate how its policies and guidelines ensure local authorities and NHS 
boards protect provision of quality speech and language therapy services for all 
people with speech/language communication support needs and/or swallowing 
difficulties. 

 
The Health and Sport Committee considered the above petition at its meeting on 
Tuesday 6 November and agreed to write to you seeking further information 
regarding the issues raised on SLT provision in Scotland. The Official Report of the 
meeting on 6 November is available at the following link: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=7491&mode
=pdf  

In the most recent correspondence from the Scottish Government to the Public 
Petitions Committee (7 August 2012), your officials explained how they believed the 
Petitioner’s concerns had been addressed in the Allied Health Professions (AHP) 
National Delivery Plan.  

In correspondence from the Petitioner, Kim Hartley, to Committee members she 
welcomed the National Delivery Plan as having set clear targets for AHP access. 
However, the Petitioner did go on to highlight some concerns regarding SLT 
provision, including the following:  

1. In the latest ISD statistics for SLT median waits for Children is up to 27 weeks 
with a maximum of 81 weeks – and for adults – 16 weeks median and 
maximum 32 weeks. See http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-

mailto:healthandsport.committee@scottish.parliament.uk
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=7491&mode=pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=7491&mode=pdf
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/WaitingTimes/Publications/2012-07-10/2012-07-10-AHPWaitingTimes-Report.pdf


 

 

 
 
   

Topics/WaitingTimes/Publications/2012-07-10/2012-07-10-AHPWaitingTimes-
Report.pdf.  
 

2. SLTs are affected by both health and education budget reductions. For at 
least the last three years, SLTs have seen cuts in funding from both agencies.  
 

3. According to NHS Board Projected Staff In Post Changes In 2012/13, AHPs 
staff are projected to reduce to the same extent as nursing (even although 
they are much smaller workforce to start with): 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0040/00400233.pdf 

 
The Committee seeks the Government’s response to the concerns raised by the 
Petitioner above and further information on the steps the Government is taking to 
ensure these issues do not impact on the quality and level of speech and language 
therapy services provided.  
 
We hope to return to the Petition early in the new year, therefore a response to this 
letter by Monday 17 December would be much appreciated.   
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Duncan McNeil MSP 
Convener of the Health and Sport Committee 
 
Cc.Kim Hartley, Petitioner   
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