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I thought you might find it helpful to get a little bit of an update on SLT before 

consideration of the above item tomorrow.  

RCSLT welcomes the fact that the Allied Health Professions (AHP) National 

Delivery Plan has at last set the first ever clear targets for AHP access. This 

means that now the Scottish Government can to some extent at least now ... 

“demonstrate how its policies and guidelines ensure local authorities and  NHS 

boards protect provision of quality speech and language therapy services for all 

people with speech/language communication support needs and/or swallowing 

difficulties.” as the petition asks them to do.  

 

However the Committee may wish to note that  

1. In the latest ISD statistics for SLT median waits for Children is up to 27 
weeks with a maximum of 81 weeks – and for adults – 16 weeks median 
and maximum 32 weeks. See http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-
Topics/WaitingTimes/Publications/2012-07-10/2012-07-10-
AHPWaitingTimes-Report.pdf.  

2. SLTs are affected by both health and education budget reductions. For at 
least the last 3 years SLTs have seen cuts in funding from both agencies.  

3. According to NHS Board Projected Staff In Post Changes In 2012/13 
AHPs staff are projected to reduce to the same extent as nursing (even 
although they are much smaller workforce to start with): 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0040/00400233.pdf 

 

Data published even in the last few days highlights the importance of maintaining 

quality Speech and Language Therapy services: 

4. A Save the Children report suggests youngsters from poorer backgrounds 
were ...twice as likely to have problems with communication and 
expressing themselves or making themselves understood. 
(http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-20170114). This matches 
evidence from elsewhere previously reported by RCSLT.  

5. Scotland’s Care Home figures reveal half of all residents in Scotland’s 
care homes have dementia. RCSLT advise the committee that 100% of 
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these people will experience deteriorating speech, language and 
communication ability as well as eating, drinking and swallowing difficulties 
– both conditions requiring the input of an SLT. 
(http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2012/10/Care-home-figures) 

 

In light of the situation I would ask the Committee to continue to pursue the 

Government on quality of SLT provision in Scotland.  

 

In relation to its anticipated work on the Integrated Health and Social Care Bill 

(and any consideration of the anticipated CYP Bill) I would ask the committee to 

give detailed consideration to the interests of SLT service users and AHPs more 

generally.  
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