
1 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE CALL FOR EVIDENCE 
 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE (SCOTLAND) BILL: FINANCIAL MEMORANDUM 
 

SUBMISSION FROM SOUTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

 
Consultation  
Did you take part in either of the Scottish Government consultation exercises 
which preceded the Bill and, if so, did you comment on the financial 
assumptions made?   
South Lanarkshire Social Work Resources did take part in the Scottish Government 
consultation exercises which preceded the Bill but did not comment on the financial 
assumptions made. 
 
Do you believe your comments on the financial assumptions have been 
accurately reflected in the FM?  
N/A 
 
Did you have sufficient time to contribute to the consultation exercise? 
Yes 
 
Costs  
If the Bill has any financial implications for your organisation, do you believe 
that these have been accurately reflected in the FM? If not, please provide 
details?  
Section 39 states that the provision in the Bill relating to vulnerable adult suspects 
will not entail additional costs for local authorities and police as Appropriate Adult 
Services are provided at present.  This causes some concern as the Bill will probably 
result in an increase in the demand for this service which will have a budgetary 
impact for local authorities.   
  
Do you consider that the estimated costs and savings set out in the FM and 
projected over 15 years for each service are reasonable and accurate?   
Yes 
 
If relevant, are you content that your organisation can meet the financial costs 
associated with the Bill which your organisation will incur? If not, how do you 
think these costs should be met?  
There is a genuine concern that there will be an increase in the request for 
Appropriate Adult Services, although this will not be confirmed until the Bill is 
embedded.  As part of an interim phasing –in of the Bill I would recommend that 
additional funds are made available to the local authority to meet this projected cost.  
Apart from being involved for several hours in police interviews and processes, there 
has been a significant increase in the levels of citations by the Procurator Fiscal for 
Appropriate Adults to attend Court.  
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Does the FM accurately reflect the margins of uncertainty associated with the 
estimates and the timescales over which such costs would be expected to 
arise?  
I would not disagree with it at this time. 
 
Wider Issues  
Do you believe that the FM reasonably captures costs associated with the Bill? 
If not, which other costs might be incurred and by whom?  
Yes it reasonably captures the costs associated to the Bill. 
 
Do you believe that there may be future costs associated with the Bill, for 
example through subordinate legislation? If so, is it possible to quantify these 
costs?   
I feel at this time that any future cost would be conjecture and hence would prefer 
not to comment.  However, if this is a concern, perhaps this matter could be followed 
up with local authorities via a review of the implementation of the Bill, after a period 
of 12 months. 
 


