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General 
 
What is your general view on the purpose of the Bill and broadly, are you supportive 
of it? 
1. The Bill proposes some changes that will clarify and strengthen the existing 
Act. We are supportive of the Bill. We believe that any steps which are taken to 
improve the openness and transparency of public decision-making are helpful. 
 
Did you take part in the Scottish Government’s consultation on the Bill and how have 
your views been reflected?  
2. Yes, we were content with the consultation process and that our views were 
taken into consideration. 
  
The Scottish Government believes the Bill will add strength and clarity to the 
Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002. Do you agree? Does the Bill protect the 
rights to access information? 
3. Yes, we agree that the Bill will add strength and clarity to aspects of the 
Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002, in particular the proposed changes to 
Section 5 – Time limit for proceedings, and the proposed changes to Section 4 – 
Historical periods. 
 
Royal exemption 
 
In response to the Scottish Government’s consultation on the Bill, concerns were 
expressed about the Royal exemption provision (Bill section 1).  What is your 
response to the position of the Scottish Government to these concerns? 
4. We accept the Scottish Government’s position. 
  
Historical periods 
 
In response to the Scottish Government’s consultation on the Bill, concerns were 
expressed about reducing the time limit period (in certain circumstances) of what 
constitutes a historical record (Bill section 4). What is your response to the position 
of the Scottish Government to these concerns? 
5. We support the Scottish Government’s position. 
  
Financial aspects 
 
The Scottish Government considers the technical changes brought by the Bill will 
have no financial implications for the Scottish Administration, local authorities, other 
bodies, individuals or businesses. What is your response to this?  
6. We agree with this assessment. 
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Do you believe your comments on the financial assumptions have been accurately 
reflected in the Financial Memorandum? 
7. We are content with the Financial Memorandum. 
 
 


