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FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION (AMENDMENT) (SCOTLAND) BILL 
 

SUBMISSION FROM GTC SCOTLAND 
 
 
Introduction 
 
The General Teaching Council for Scotland (“GTC Scotland”) provides the following 
evidence to the Scottish Parliament’s Finance Committee as part of its consideration 
of the Freedom of Information (Amendment) (Scotland) Bill. This evidence has been 
provided as a set of responses to each of the questions listed by Mr Fergus 
Cochrane in his e-mail to GTC Scotland dated 14 June 2012. 
 
Responses 
 
What is your general view on the purpose of the Bill and broadly, are you supportive 
of it? 
1. We are broadly supportive of the Bill – it appears to provide an increased level 
of strength and clarity to the underlying Freedom of Information legislation.  
 
Did you take part in the Scottish Government’s consultation on the Bill and how have 
your views been reflected? 
 2. We did take part in the consultation.  Our only views on the Bill were to raise 
concerns regarding a reduction in the life-span of the exemptions (particularly in 
terms of the Commercial Interests and the Economy as well as Confidentiality 
exemptions). Our views have been addressed by the consultation response. 
 
The Scottish Government believes the Bill will add strength and clarity to the 
Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002. Do you agree? Does the Bill protect the 
rights to access information? 
3. Yes, we agree and consider that it does protect rights of access to 
information.  
 
In response to the Scottish Government’s consultation on the Bill, concerns were 
expressed about the Royal exemption provision (Bill section 1). What is your 
response to the position of the Scottish Government to these concerns? 
4. We have no view on these provisions. 
 
In response to the Scottish Government’s consultation on the Bill, concerns were 
expressed about reducing the time limit period (in certain circumstances) of what 
constitutes a historical record (Bill section 4). What is your response to the position 
of the Scottish Government to these concerns? 
 5. We are content with the response provided and having nothing further to add. 
 
The Scottish Government considers the technical changes brought by the Bill will 
have no financial implications for the Scottish Administration, local authorities, other 
bodies, individuals or businesses. What is your response to this? 
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6. We agree.  
 
Do you believe your comments on the financial assumptions have been accurately 
reflected in the Financial Memorandum? 
7. We had no such comments. 
 
  


