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What is your general view on the purpose of the Bill and broadly, are you supportive 
of it? 
1. East Lothian Council will not be affected by the Bill to a large extent.  

 
Did you take part in the Scottish Government’s consultation on the Bill and how have 
your views been reflected? 
2. No.  

 
The Scottish Government believes the Bill will add strength and clarity to the 
Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002. Do you agree? Does the Bill protect the 
rights to access information? 
3. Yes.  
  
Royal exemption 
In response to the Scottish Government’s consultation on the Bill, concerns were 
expressed about the Royal exemption provision (Bill section 1). What is your 
response to the position of the Scottish Government to these concerns? 
4. While East Lothian Council would welcome an approach which is more 
consistent with FOIA, a public interest test would provide a necessary and required 
balance.   
 
Historical periods 
In response to the Scottish Government’s consultation on the Bill, concerns were 
expressed about reducing the time limit period (in certain circumstances) of what 
constitutes a historical record (Bill section 4). What is your response to the position 
of the Scottish Government to these concerns? 
5. East Lothian Council is in favour of reducing the time limit period. The majority  
of archival records transfers occur quicker than 30 years, so records can be deemed 
to be historic/accessible sooner. The current 30 years period does not reflect actual 
practice. Greater flexibility rewards those where the information is not needing to be 
protected, but still provides the requisite defence for that to which it does apply. 
 
Financial aspects 
The Scottish Government considers the technical changes brought by the Bill will 
have no financial implications for the Scottish Administration, local authorities, other 
bodies, individuals or businesses. What is your response to this? 
6. East Lothian Council can see no financial implications of the technical 
changes brought by the Bill.  
 
Do you believe your comments on the financial assumptions have been accurately 
reflected in the Financial Memorandum? 
7. N/A 
  


